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Legal Land Descriptions in the USA

http://www.outfitters.com/genealogy/land/ 

General Description: Contains links to pages with information about the meets and bounds system, and the township and range system.  

[image: image1.png]r0soft Internet Explorer (RAPIEIRY f-of K2 FREIRC1iEt ME B

Jé . D G BB

bk " Foved | Sop Raimh _Howe | Saxch Favales Holoy | W Pt

| Adeess [ s uw utiters com/genestogsland =] 6o [|Like
¥

Legal Land Descriptions in the USA

For further discussion of Land Records in the United States, see the chapter by Thorndale in The Source: A Guidebook of American Genzalogy (1984) edited
by Arlene Ealde and Johni Cerny, Ancestry, Inc., Salt Lake City, UT.

Tn terms of land distribution, the states fal into two classes:

[1] State-land states where the state made the land grants.

« Thirteen original states, Hawai, Kenicky, Maine, Tennessee, Texas, Vermont, and W Virginia. -
o Particularly in southern states where a gridded survey was not made, legal descriptions are generally in the indiscriminate metes and bounds system. In this
system, the plotis described in terms of the location of rees, sireams, rocks and neighboring landowners

[2] Public-domain states where the federal government made the land grants.

o The other 30 states
o Land is described in the Federal Township and Range System which uses a surveyed system of meridians, baselines, townships and ranges.
« Public-domain land was generaly obfained by.
o Federal Land Grants
= Purchased
= Homesteaded
o Miltary Bounty Lands
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The “Federal Township and Range System” link provides a good graphical representation with various colors to guide the viewer through this coordinate system.  The “Indiscriminant metes and bounds system” link gives a historical example using this method.  The link titled “Land Record Reference” has information on the history and laws governing land survey.  There is also a link to the USGS mapping page at:       http://www-nmd.usgs.gov/
 Understanding Township and Range

http://www.csuchico.edu/lbib/maps/townships.html 

General Description: This link provides a brief description of the township and range system, and has links that have pictures that illustrate how the system works.
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The link to “base lines and meridian lines” displays a map of the United States that has on it the principal base lines and meridian lines from which the Public Land Survey was conducted.

The link to “Townships” displays a diagram that explains how the townships are systematically sectioned off, and provides a typical example.  

Finding Your Way with Map and Compass

http://mapping.usgs.gov/mac/isb/pubs/factsheets/fs07999.html 

General Description: This site contains basic and easily accessible information about using a compass, accounting for magnetic declination, taking bearing and converting map scales to distances on the ground, with detailed graphic illustrations.   

[image: image3.png]3 Finding Your Way with Map and Compass - Microsoft Intemet Explorer __________ S|Pl | o K& FoiRfdkdi BETE

Q G @B

Seach Favoites Histoy | Mal Pt

J@,-»

Back  Fouad

< USGS

science for a changing world

e

Finding Your Way with Map and Compass B

Fact Sheet 079-99 (February 2000)

| Fxom Mear to Far. Distance | From Here to There: Determining Direction |
| & Word of Caution | Informatio

A topographic map tells you where things are and how to get to them, whether you're hiking,
biking, hunting, fshing, or just interested in the world around you. These maps describe the shape
of the land. They define and locate natural and manmade features lice woodlands, waterways,
important buidings, and bridges. They show the distance between any fwo places, and they also
show the direction from one point to another.

Distances and directions take a bit of figuring, but the topography and features of the land are
casy to determine. The topography is shown by contours. These are imaginary lines that follow
the ground surface af a constant clevation; they are usually printed in brown, in fwo thicknesses.
‘The heavier lines are called index contours, and they are usually marked with mumbers that give
the heightin feet or meters. The contour interval, a set difference in elevation between the brown
lines, varies from map to maps its value is given in the margin of each map. Contour lines that are
close together represent steep slopes.
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Natural and manmade features are represented by colored areas and by a set of standard symbols on all U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) topographic maps.
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Other Interesting Sites

The Township and Rage Survey System: A guide to understanding the system.  http://geneaview.addr.com/survery.html  This site gives general background information, and explanation of township and range and a diagram showing the Willamette Meridian.  

Pennsylvania Original Land Survey Records (York County)  http://www.innernet.net/hively/ This site provides historical information about how original surveys were done in the 13 colonies, with examples of original drawings and documents from the 1767 Pennsylvania Land Survey.

Land Surveyor Reference Page  http://www.lsrp.com/mainind.html  This site contains information of regulations (by state) and other cool/fun information.

