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Instructions: Rate the restored ecosystem on a scale of 1-5 (1 being the lowest, 5 being the highest). Add up the score for each ecological mandate and enter the total at the bottom of each section. When finished, add up the total score for the project and evaluate its success rate.

Project:_________________________________________________________________

Date Reviewed___________________________________________________________

Reviewer:_______________________________________________________________

Project’s Total Score:______________________________________________________

Mandate #1: The restored ecosystem contains a characteristic assemblage of the species that occur in the reference ecosystem and that provide appropriate community structure.

1) What is the ecosystem type?

2) What types of plants are found on the site?

3) What would be an appropriate reference ecosystem?

4) How well does the existing vegetation reflect the desired ecosystem and the reference ecosystem?

1

2

3

4

5

Section Score________

Mandate #2: The restored ecosystem consists of indigenous species to the greatest practical extent.

1) Native Plants have a high rate of survival.

1

2

3

4

5

2) There is a high level of cover of natives on the site.

1

2

3

4

5

3) There is a low level of cover of invasives on the site.
1

2

3

4

5

4) There is a low impact of invasives on the site.
1

2

3

4

5

5) Invasives are decreasing.
1

2

3

4

5

Section Score_________

Mandate #3: All functional groups necessary for the continued development and/or stability of the restored ecosystem are represented or, if they are not, the missing groups have the potential to colonize by natural means.

1) The vertical structure of the site is well developed.
1

2

3

4

5

2) The horizontal structure of the site is well developed.
1

2

3

4

5

3) All necessary functional groups are present.
1

2

3

4

5

4) Any functional groups that are not present can be colonized.
1

2

3

4

5

Section Score:_________

Mandate #4: The physical environment of the restored ecosystem is capable of sustaining reproducing populations of the species necessary for its continued stability or development along the desired trajectory.

1) The soil quality of the site is high.
1

2

3

4

5

2) Any natural disturbances have not degraded the site.
1

2

3

4

5

Section Score_________

Mandate #5: The restored ecosystem apparently functions normally for its ecological stage of development, and signs of dysfunction are absent.

1) What are signs of dysfunction?

2) Liter is being produced and nutrient cycling is taking place.
1

2

3

4

5

3) Weeds are being suppressed.
1

2

3

4

5

4) There is evidence of the development of a trophic web.
1

2

3

4

5

Section Score____________

Mandate #6: The restored ecosystem is suitably integrated into a larger ecological matrix or landscape, with which it interacts through abiotic and biotic flows and exchanges.

1) The surrounding neighborhood is free of invasive weeds and the potential for colonization by these plants.
1

2

3

4

5

2) Healthy corridors extend from similar habitats to this site.
1

2

3

4

5

Section Score_____________

Mandate #7: Potential threats to the health and integrity of the restored ecosystem from the surrounding landscape have been eliminated or reduced as much as possible.

1) Care is being taken to make the site less receptive to off-site threats.
1

2

3

4

5

2) Administrative monitoring and control programs for invasive weeds are in place and effective.
1

2

3

4

5

Section Score_____________

Mandate #8: The restored ecosystem is sufficiently resilient to endure the normal periodic stress events in the local environment that serve to maintain the integrity of the ecosystem.

1) Plants are well established and do not need regular care.

1

2

3

4

5

2) The ecosystem type is appropriate.
1

2

3

4

5

3) All natural processes such as fire, flooding, drought, etc., that perpetuate the ecosystem are still in place.

1

2

3

4

5

Section Score_______________

Mandate #9: The restored ecosystem is self-sustaining to the same degree as its reference ecosystem, and has the potential to persist indefinitely under existing environmental conditions.

1) What do you think are the goals of the restoration project?
2) The goals of the restoration project were successfully achieved.
1

2

3

4

5

Section Score____________

Now add up all of the section totals to find the grand total. If the project earns more than 80 points (70%), it is a success.

Grand Total:___________________

Project Status:__________________

