 Restoration Assessment Form
	Information

	

	Project Name
	

	Reviewer:
	
	Date:
	City:

	Restored by:
	

	Overview

	Give a general description what was done at this site, and what remains to be done in the future:  



	Ecosystem 

	What type of ecosystem does this site represent?



	

	What are the dominant plant and animal species?  Are they appropriate for such an ecosystem?

	

	What is the desired assemblage of plant and animals species?

	

	Native and Invasive Plants

	What native plants can be found on site?  Estimate the coverage of natives before restoration.

	

	What native species are planted?  Besides just being indigenous, why where they planted? 

	

	What invasives are on-site?  Off-site?

	

	Give a brief description of the impact of invasives.  Estimate the pre-restoration coverage of invasives and whether they are now increasing, decreasing, or stable. 

	

	What physical factors influence the distribution or success of natives versus invasives?



	Physical Aspects

	Give a brief description of the landscape (size, topography, water features, etc.):

	

	Describe the canopy conditions (coverage, height, layers, species) at the present in comparison to the desired canopy:

	

	Describe the surrounding landscape and its ecology.  

	

	Is there a buffer of natural area around the site?  

	

	What interactions may occur between the site and surrounding areas?  Would this relate to any restoration goals?



	Has habitat been created?  What structural attributes have been restored (rocks, woody debris, depressions, etc.)?

	

	What are the directions (primary and secondary) of flow for water and other materials?

	Is soil appropriate for the ecosystem type?  Does it drain quickly?  Is it compacted?   

	

	Are there any efforts to improve soil quality or reduce erosion?  

	

	How much of the site is sunlit?  Shaded?  Will this change as site matures?

	

	How much of site is wet?  Dry?  Will this change as site matures?  

	

	Describe the slope and aspect of the landscape (degree of slope and direction it faces).




	History

	Give an account of the history of the site, including known disturbances and other relevant information

	

	Disturbances

	What natural disturbances are associated with this site? Unnatural? 

	

	What factors influence the presence of disturbances?

	


	Ecosystem Function

	What new ecosystem functions are expected as a result of restoration?

	

	Describe the success of plants (vegetative growth, root establishment, reproduction).

	

	Assess the mortality rate of planted natives:  

	

	 Are weeds being suppressed?  How?

	

	Describe animal habitat before and after restoration.  Were artificial structures used? 



	Is there apparent flow of nutrients and are levels are sufficient?

	


	Threats

	What are the main environmental threats to success?

	

	What threats do animals represent?

	

	How is site threatened by human activity?

	


	Social/political Aspects


	Describe the different parties (from academia, business, government, community, etc.) involved in the project and their respective roles.

	

	Are there programs for monitoring and control of weeds or other on-site practices being carried out?

	

	Which party is most responsible, or most crucial, for the success of the project?

	


	Maintenance

	Will plants survive without regular care?  Describe the outlook of the site absent regular care.

	If regular care is required, what will that include? (e.g. weeding, watering, soil amendments, etc.)

	 

	Is the site mature enough to survive natural processes (fire, flood, grazing, etc.)




	Sustainability

	State the goals of the project.

	

	What may prevent goals from being attained?

	

	Are there any pervasive problems that will prevent success?  What problems that existed in the pre-restoration have been solved?  Can these problems return?

	

	What successional stage is the restoration project in?  What is the stage of the target ecosystem?

	

	How great are potential fluctuations (floods, droughts, etc.)?  Too great for site to be sustained? 

	


Now assess the restoration by grading the following on a 1-10 scale

	Success of native species (growth, root establishment, reproduction)
	/10

	Suppression of invasives
	/10

	Development of characteristic structural attributes (e.g. canopy)
	/10

	Appropriateness and quality of soil and water
	/10

	Habitat creation
	/10

	On-site practices (maintenance, community involvement, etc.)
	/10

	On-site threats (10 = minimal and controlled,  0 = pervasive, serious)
	/10

	Off-site threats (10 = minimal and controlled,  0 = pervasive, serious)
	/10

	Success of planted species
	/10

	Sustainability
	/10

	Restoration grade
	/100


Note: if any of the above factors (such as habitat creation) are not goals of the restoration project, do not include them in calculation.    

Created by Sean Kennedy for ESRM 490 b, summer 2008.









