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Survey Form for the Evaluation of Restoration Progress   

Based on:  Attributes of Restored Ecosystems, Section 3

SER International Primer on Ecological Restoration
http://www.ser.org/content/ecological_restoration_primer.asp

Project:​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​___________________________________________________________
Date reviewed:_____________________________________________________

Reviewer:_________________________________________________________

Give the restoration project a score:____________________________________

(Score out of 100%.  Below 70% is failing)
	1. Describe the sites history prior to restoration. What are the project goals and desired ecosystem type.  What is an appropriate reference ecosystem type for this site?

	


	2. What was done during restoration? Examples:  Site was cleared.  Invasives were mowed.  Fascines of willow placed on slope.  Container plants were planted.  Live stakes were installed along stream.  Bare-root material was planted in January.  Mulch was placed over cardboard.  Landscape fabric was used.  Invasive trees were girdled.  The land was contoured.  A pond was excavated.  Logjams were built.  Gaps were created in the forest.  Three medium-sized Doug firs were snagged.  No herbicides were used.  Cedar was planted under deciduous canopy. Bat boxes were built.  Signs were installed. Etc.

	


.
	3.  List the native plant species planted, and also those existing prior to restoration (if any). What is their estimated coverage? In addition, what animal species are likely habitants for the target ecosystem, which of these are present on the site (if known). Do these meet the target and reference ecosystem? If not, why?

	


	4. What invasive species are on the site both currently and prior to restoration, and what is their estimated coverage? Are the increasing, decreasing, or becoming stable? Detail their impact on the site and what environmental factors affect the pattern of distribution between the native and invasive plant species.

	


	5.  What is the horizontal (distribution of populations of plant species) and vertical (canopy) structure of the site. How do these structures provide habitat for animals on the site? What are the primary and secondary paths of material flow? What materials (pollution, invasives, or native species) might these paths  bring to the site?

	


	6. Is the soil appropriate for plants in the proposed ecosystem type? (does it drain quickly, is the soil compacted?) How much of the site is wet or dry? What is the annual fluctuation of moisture on the site likely to be? What disturbances might prevent success? (factors both on and off site). Is there a natural disturbance regime (e.g flooding or fire regime) that is also associated with the reference ecosystem? 

	


	7.  How well are the plants and plant communities established? Is survival good? What is the plant mortality rate? Is litter and/or shade produced? Has habitat begun to develop? Is the sites function normal for its ecologic stage of development?

	


	8.  Is the restored ecosystem is sufficiently resilient to endure the normal periodic stresses in the local environment that serve to maintain the integrity of the ecosystem? Is the ecosystem type appropriate? If not, why? Is the site self sustaining or will it be able to one day be self-sustaining? If not, why?

	


	9.  Are there maintenance and monitoring programs carried out? If so detail what is being done and why. What measures are being taken to make the site less susceptible to threats, disturbances, and other environmental stresses? Are these programs being carried out?

	


Plant identification: In the following pages list plants identified using the quadrates and their estimated percentage. For each plant unknown provide a sketch and write a brief description of the plant followed by its identification. (this is for your learning and increasing you plant identification knowledge). By sketching and providing a brief description you may later identify the plants at home or latter in class. 

Quadrant. 1) 

Example: 
Plant A

CARLYN(plant abbreviation)     40 (percentage)


Or



Plant B

Unknown

           20
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