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Lab Project 2

Instructions:
Enter your name, section and date above, then type your answers below each of the following question.  Please indent your answers, use a regular non-bold font, and leave at least one blank line between the end of your question and the answer before the next question. Please double check to make sure your name is also on the printed maps you are turning in with this answer sheet. Keep in mind that the required readings for this week will help you answer these questions.

1. What is the geographical (spatial, temporal, and thematic) topic addressed in this assignment?

2. In a one-to-many dot map, how does the unit value of the dot (e.g. if one dot equals 100, 100 is your unit value) affect the map-reader’s ability to recover the original data? With regard to map design, how did you determine what unit value to set each dot equal to?  What about dot size?

3. What effect does the enumeration unit have on the display of information for a one-to-many dot map (in this project your enumeration unit was the country)?  What would happen if you had a smaller enumeration unit; a larger enumeration unit? How would you interpret the data if all the enumeration units were of the same size, for example 2000 square miles? 

4. What issues did you consider when designing your legend? 

5. Which projection seems more appropriate for this attribute and mapping technique (i.e. dot density)?  Why? 

6. Using the map that you found most appropriate, describe in your own words what patterns (spatial relationships) of world population distribution can be interpreted. 

The following questions are for graduate students in GEOG 560 only:

(GEOG560 students must answer the following questions)
7. Do the data category and the data measurement used in this lab assignment address the lab assignment objective? Why or why not?

8. How do the three realms of geographic information representation (worldview, database, and display) interact in this lab assignment?

9. If you had the opportunity to revise this assignment, what would you introduce, remove, or emphasize further?

