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Lab Project 3

Instructions:
Now that you have made your two maps, you are ready to interpret the information from your data analysis.  Consider what you have learned from lecture, by reading the text readings and by completing this project to answer the following questions on a separate (typed) sheet of paper. You may either retype the questions below, and type in your answers or you can download the Project Three Answer Sheet from the course website. Work with a partner to answer these questions. Number your responses to correspond with these questions, make sure both partner’s names are on your answer sheet, and double check to make sure your name is on all maps you are turning in!
Questions 

1. You used three different ways of structuring the information to look at literacy by country: a table, a graphic array, and a map, call them three different information structures (presentation techniques) since the data are the same.  What information comes through for each representation? What are the advantages and disadvantages of each structure?

2. How do we use choropleth map design to convey information about literacy patterns?

3. Describe each of the three classification methods that you have used in your own words. 

4. What difference does data classification method make?  Be as specific as possible (with regard to geography) when discussing the differences.  How did the different classification methods convey different messages about literacy?

5. Which data classification method do you think worked best for the topic?  Why?

6. Suppose that you work for the United Nations.  You are trying to make a decision about which nations to support with your limited economic resources, how might your decisions differ based on the various classification methods? What recommendations do you have for those making cartographic design choices when dealing with human development policy considerations?

The following questions are for graduate students in Geog 560 only:

(Geog 560 students must answer the following questions)

7. Do the data category and the data measurement used in this lab assignment address the lab assignment objective? Why or why not?

8. How do the three realms of geographic information representation (worldview, database, and display) interact in this lab assignment?

9. If you had the opportunity to revise this assignment, what would you introduce, remove, or emphasize further?

