
Geography 360 - Principles of GIS Mapping
Learning Objectives Outline

5M Typography

5M1. What are the major uses of map lettering? Dent Table 13.1
5M2. What are the basic functions of map lettering?  


on general reference maps – to label features


on theme maps – title, legend, explanatory margin material


function and form are both important on maps

When we letter, we make use of the following factors:

style- 
to portray nature of geographical feature

size – to portray feature importance

spacing – to portray extent of feature

placement -  to portray location of feature

manipulating these factors presents the map as more or less readable - leads us to readability

5M3. What constitutes a typeface design? 

"Typeface design" is a style in terms of typeface characteristics 


principal letterforms - Dent Figure 13.1a; serif forms - Dent Figure 13.1b


example lettering blocks – Dent Figure 13.2

Typeface classes – Dent Table 13.2, and examples Dent Figure 13.3

Font – complete set of all characters of one size and typeface design style - Dent Figure 13.5

Popular typefaces – Dent Figure 13.6



Example type sizes – Dent Fig 13.11 

Type size : 1 point = 1/72 inch


Hence 72 points equal 1 inch high



Never go below 6 point on a display – too hard for most people to read

5M4. What makes type readable? 


Legibility and discernability underlie readability 



Legibility – typeface is crisp an simple without elaborate serifs, e.g., Arial

For readability use upper and lower case, not just either one, Dent Figure 13.7a


Discernability – type face is distinct relative to marks 




Using serifs can make readability easier, Dent Figure 13.7b,c


What about background fill? – Dent Fig 13.12
5M5. What are some of the type placement guidelines?


Dent Table 13.4 – Categorized by General, Symbols, and Title/Legends

Good placement and adequate spacing of letters and words – Dent Figures 13.15, 13.17, 13.18

****Outcomes Performance Assessment***

- unacceptable – demonstrate little or no understanding about typography

- low acceptability - demonstrate understanding about uses of typography 

- medium acceptability - demonstrate understanding about uses of typography and typeface design 

- high acceptability - demonstrate understanding about typeface design, readability, and type placement on a map

