Sherman Lab (Smith 401) Guidelines
The Lab policies and help pages are the authoritative source...

· NO food or drink is permitted in the lab. 

· Use of cell phones is NOT permitted in the lab (or in lecture for that matter). 

· The computers are delicate machines: please treat them with care and respect. Many people (particularly student representatives working on Student Technology Fee proposals) have worked hard to provide you with current equipment. 

· Word processing, email, web browsing is not permitted in the lab time except for this course. Use the lab sessions to full advantage. 

· Do not load any software onto the computers in the lab. 

· Know how to save your work and protect your data from being lost. Exercises and projects 'lost by the computer' are still late. 

· Other classes and their lab sections (particularly 360) share the Sherman Lab. Please observe the lab schedule posted near the door and on the Geography Lab pages. You will have priority use of the lab during your scheduled lab section. Lab computers (on the west side of room) may NOT be used at any time if there is a class in session, even if there are free machines. Use of the computers during 'open' hours (as well as the east side computers) is on a first come first serve basis.

· Please observe all UW policies that apply to the appropriate use of University provided software and use of computing labs.
· No handwritten work will be accepted. All assignments must be typed and electronically submitted to the course dropbox on Catalyst. 
Additional lab space:

There are additional computers (paid for by your student technology fees) located in the Geography student lounge (Smith 411) and in the east portion of 401. These will be available for your exercise and project work. Also, the Collaboratory (Smith 415C) is available on a first come / first serve basis when there are no classes or activities in session.  Please consult the schedule on the Collab door and plan accordingly. All department machines have the software needed to complete your assignments.
Storage Space and Backups:
Any of your work or data saved on the lab computer's hard drive is liable to be modified or deleted, even if you put it in an out-of-the-way place, since the computers are "cleaned" regularly. You will have storage space on the network servers, but the prudent computer user ALWAYS has a backup! 
Each student will have a directory (with the name of your UWNetid) on the Geography server, H drive. You will have adequate space for exercise work. Please manage this space by deleting temporary files. You should create a folder named "geog462" in your directory using File>New>Folder if it is not already there. Make sure to save all projects in YOUR own personal directory, and not in the general geog462 folder. 

You are responsible for making back-up copies of all your work.  File corruption or loss of files or projects is not accepted as justification for incomplete or missing assignments. We highly recommend using a mobile data storage device to save your work on. 
Important: Remember to save your work regularly! All ESRI products are known to freeze or crash on occasion.

Software:

Please take some time to familiarize yourself with MS Windows system and ArcGIS suite (w/ Spatial Analyst Extension). Other software that will likely be useful during this course includes Winzip, SSH Secure FTP, Word and Webpine e-mail. All of these have tutorials and/or 'help' that will assist you in their use. Additional information on Windows and browsers are available at UW's Computer Training site. 

