Geography 464 GIS-Based Decision Support- Final Project Report

Reports that communicate the breadth and depth of your findings are an important part of the learning experience.  The following is an example outline to follow for your final project report that mirrors your presentation.  You might choose a different outline, but have a good reason for doing so.  Your presentation material will undoubtedly be much briefer that your report material.  If you consider what is to be in the final report, then excerpt from that, you will be in a position to use materials for both.  

A project report evaluation sheet used by instructors is provided on the next page. If you decide to use a different outline, it would be best to consider how that different outline covers the material.  

On the title page include the following.

- State the project title from a substantive perspective. Titling the report “final project” does not provide the appropriate information, so please, please do not do that.

- State names of group members 

- State course name 

- State the due date of report

Abstract 

- Describe what did the group intended to accomplish.

- Describe the findings/accomplishments

- Describe who might make use of the information

1. Introduction

- Describe the project purpose. 

- Provide background information based on your literature sources.  Be sure to include reference citations.

- State the research question that clarifies the focus of the project.

- Describe who might benefit from resulting information in your project. 

- Overview what is to come in the remainder of the report, e.g. one sentence about each major section.

2. Project Method 

- Describe the data sets you used.

- Briefly describe the analysis steps you used. A diagram to depict process flow is always helpful here. 

- Showing intermediate analysis maps can be used in this section.

- Use of a web site for coordination purposes.

3. Findings and Discussion (note how this differs from method)
- Describe your findings of your work activity – the end results. To describe your findings, you could show the maps depicting the results on investigation.

- Discussion the major implications of your findings.  Who should care about the findings? 

4. Conclusions and Recommendations
- Conclusions: What generalizations do you draw from this data processing activity?

For example: Does the location identified make sense with whatever else you know about the problem, why?  Were the criteria sufficient for locating a facility, why or why not? Or some other set of answers to questions that make sense.

- Recommendations: What recommendations do you have for others? 

For example: What would you suggest to others if they were to undertake a similar study? What would be the next steps for carrying through on the study if this is not the end of this topic?

5. References

All citations made in the body of the report should be listed in this section.

6. Appendix

Include any additional technical information needed to orient the reader.

Geography 464 GIS-Based Decision Support- Project Report Evaluation

Group:_______________________________
Name:______________________________

Name:________________________________
Name:______________________________

______Title page 

- State the project title from a substantive perspective. Titling the report “final project” does not provide the appropriate information, so please, please do not do that.

- State names of group members 

- State course name 

- State the due date of report

______Abstract 

- Describe what did the group intended to accomplish.

- Describe the findings/accomplishments

- Describe who might make use of the information

_____1. Introduction

- Describe the project purpose. 

- Provide background information based on your literature sources.  Be sure to include reference citations.

- State the research question that clarifies the focus of the project.

- Describe who might benefit from resulting information in your project. 

- Overview what is to come in the remainder of the report, e.g. one sentence about each major section.

_____2. Project Method 

- Describe the data sets you used.

- Briefly describe the analysis steps you used. A diagram to depict process flow is always helpful here. 

- Showing intermediate analysis maps can be used in this section.

- Use of a web site for coordination purposes.

_____3. Findings and Discussion 
- Describe your findings of your work activity – the end results. To describe your findings, you could show the maps depicting the results on investigation.

- Discussion the major implications of your findings.  Who should care about the findings? 

_____4. Conclusions and Recommendations
- Conclusions: What generalizations do you draw from this data processing activity?

For example: Does the location identified make sense with whatever else you know about the problem, why?  Were the criteria sufficient for locating a facility, why or why not? Or some other set of answers to questions that make sense.

- Recommendations: What recommendations do you have for others? 

For example: What would you suggest to others if they were to undertake a similar study? What would be the next steps for carrying through on the study if this is not the end of this topic?

_____5. References

All citations made in the body of the report should be listed in this section.

_____6. Appendix

Include any additional technical information needed to orient the reader.
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