Geography 469/569
Geographic Information Systems Workshop

Project Notebook : Spring 2013
Project management is a complex activity, particularly when involving multiple people and short timeframes.  To help with this activity, each student will maintain a project notebook consisting of four sections, (1) task activity status reports, (2) metadata descriptions, (3) interaction notes, 4) information products, and 5) reflection on major accomplishments the previous three weeks.  These sections will help you track your work.  In the past theses notebooks have always been hardcopy, and we will preserve that tradition.  However, that does not stop you from creating an electronic parallel version, as all of the materials will be compiled electronically. This notebook is a portfolio of your activities that will help you reflect in detail about what you have done and need to do.  

Put your name of the outside cover of your notebook so we can track whose notebook it is, and others will know whose it is when returning it to you.  Make a title page for the first page with course name and your name. 

The notebook will be collected for instructor review in the 3rd, 6th, and 9th weeks of the quarter.  

The notebook sections are to be as follows:

1. Task Activity Status Reports

1.1 Weekly Individual-Status Reports


as per the standard template on the Geography 469 web site

1.2 Weekly Group-Status Reports


as per the standard template on the Geography 469 web site

2. Metadata Descriptions

2.1 Data Dictionary Descriptions of Data Categories
2.2 Data Quality Descriptions for this Project

Describe each Data Category (in the above section 2.1.x) in terms of its lineage and suitability for use.  

Consult the Paradis and Beard article on data quality in the reading material accessible through the web site. Remember that suitability is determined according to context.

2.3 Data Directory Descriptions for this Project

Specify the fully qualified data path name where each coverage is located.

3. Interaction Notes

3.1 Workflow Diagrams 

Workflow diagrams provide overviews of task flow for the entire project.  ModelBuilder can be used to create the workflow diagrams. 

3.2 Detailed Interaction

For each of the tasks for which you provided a contribution, describe the procedures used to accomplish the task.  The more information you have here the easier it will be for you to review what you did and when, hence to repeat (and improve upon) the steps if need be.  In previous classes of Geog 469, some students have told me that they have used this section of notes to repeat various steps of the project in their employment situation.  These instructional sequences should provide you a rough idea of how tasks were accomplished – no matter what the tasks.  Creating this section provides formative learning.

4. Project Information Products 

This section would include examples of information artifacts that demonstrate your work activity.  For example, you could include copies of maps, tables, diagrams, charts, i.e., the “information products” examples that you aspired to create in the Stage 1 Problem Statement.  These may be the results of group or individual effort.

5. Reflection on Major Accomplishments in the Previous Three Weeks

This section is a reflective section about what you did and what it means to your learning process.  Since this course is a capstone course you should have rather significant insight into your learning process.

