Problems in International Health 

Fall 2008
Critical Analysis Paper Guidelines

Assignment:
A critical analysis of a controversial policy issue in international health, of not more than 2000 words.  
**PLEASE INCLUDE WORD COUNT ON YOUR PAPER.

Due Dates:
Draft outline due Thursday, October 16
Final draft due Thursday, November 13
Standard outline:


Introduction: 
problem statement and background



Pros: 

2-4 points in support of your argument



Cons: 

2-4 points against your argument 



Conclusion: 
use evidence presented above to present YOUR conclusion
· Clearly define your issue for analysis – a more precise definition will help you clarify both sides of the issue.  Choosing a geographic region or specific timeframe to focus the analysis may help narrow your definition.

· Give evidence to support your arguments on both sides of the issue

· Cite your evidence – use existing journals, reports, books, etc. Use ONE academic reference style consistently throughout your paper to cite your references. 
· Keep analysis as short and concise as possible.  You don’t have a lot of space.

Possible resources for gathering information:

UW Library Catalogue: http://catalog.lib.washington.edu/search~/
MEDLINE: www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?holding=uw
LEXIS-NEXIS (media database): web.lexis-nexis.com/universe
POPLINE: webspirs.lib.washington.edu:8590/?sp.nextform=mainfrm.htm&sp.usernumber.p=201383
All of these databases and more can be accessed via the UW library’s list of databases:

www.lib.washington.edu/types/databases/ 


Suggested paper topics, including topics from previous years:

· What is the role of traditional birth attendants in preventing perinatal or maternal mortality?

· What elements of Uganda’s HIV/AIDS policy have led to reduced incidence of HIV?

· What is the most important determinant of health status in low-income countries?

· Will Thailand’s 100% condom-use policy be effective in other settings?

· Will user fees in specific countries improve access to health services?

· Can universal health insurance improve health status?

· Is informed consent a Western model or universally applicable?

· Are less developed countries winners or losers in trade liberalization?

· What are the ethical challenges of conducting clinical trails in developing countries?

Problems in International Health

Fall 2008
Position Statement Guidelines

Assignment: Create a persuasive document that reflects your personal position on a particular issue in international health and addressed to a key decision-maker.  This key decision-maker may be a politician, a senior government official, a researcher, the editorial board of a newspaper, etc.  The document can be written in the form of a letter or op-ed piece. Your statement should not exceed 800 words.  

**PLEASE INCLUDE WORD COUNT ON YOUR PAPER.

Position statement is due on Thursday, October 30.
Suggested outline:


First paragraph:

Clearly state your position

Supporting paragraphs:
Explain the rationale for and implications of your position


Final paragraph:

Restate your position

Make your point and make it early – Important decision-makers often lose interest after the first paragraph

Be concise!

Think about your audience – What evidence, anecdotes, or information will they find compelling?

Think about your style – Given your audience, should you write in a manner that is passionate, scientific, policy-oriented, highly critical?

Think about who you are – How can you position yourself so that your audience takes you seriously?

Note to non-native English speakers: Don’t worry about your grammar!  It is most important to communicate your ideas.

Suggested topic areas, including statements from previous years:

· AIDS treatment policies/assistance for developing countries or specific countries

· Response to Sept. 11 events/bombing in Afghanistan

· Debt cancellation/forgiveness

· Revision of Brazil’s abortion law

· Land mine policies for the US

· International donor policies (World Bank, bilaterals, NGOs, etc.)

· Improving voluntary counseling and testing for HIV in specific testing

· Closing the School of the Americas

· Health financing reform in Haiti

· Pharmaceutical policies in specific countries

