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Data sources

GH 531 Class Exercise:
For each of the above scenarios, 1) state the general problem, 2) state your specific question(s), 3) discuss what data you would like to have [3 most important pieces of data]-  4) the source of the data,  5)how you would go about getting it, and 6) the cost (time/resources/feasibility) of getting the data.

1. You are provincial health director in an Asian country.  Your province has about 1,000,000 inhabitants and covers a geographic area of 250km by 500km. The minister of health has recently been appointed to the Board of Governors of UNICEF, and wants to impress his international colleagues about the immunization work in the country. You have had measles epidemics 2 and 5 years ago in the province, localized mainly in less accessible areas.  Cases have just begun to be reported in scattered areas of the province. Estimates of vaccination coverage measured by applied vaccines over estimated susceptible population range from 50%-175% coverage. You want to improve immunization coverage, but you are not sure what the coverage is. 

2. You are a newly graduated public health professional working in sub-Saharan Africa. The annual health budget (from the MOH) is less than $5 per person per year.  National health policy is based on primary health care. One of the national norms is provision of prenatal care (including syphilis screening) for every pregnant woman.  In your two-year experience working in rural areas, you note that although many women attend prenatal care, it seems like syphilis screening is haphazard at best. You have just read an article that suggests that, in sub-Saharan Africa, syphilis screening may be the single most cost-effective intervention available. However, your effort at convincing midwives and other health officials encounters a rather passive, fatalistic response. You would like to convince them to really do the screening. 

3. You have just returned from the IV World Conference on Women in Beijing as delegate from a community-based health-rights organization in your country. You have heard that in many countries women have barriers to access to health care, and would like to see if women have equal access to health care in your own country. 

Please list the information you would like to know for the three case studies

Case study 1: Immunization coverage in an Asian country
	Information (Indicator)
	Data Source
	Quality

1-poor 4-good
	Problems and concerns?
	Time required
	Cost

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	


Case study 2: Syphilis screening in a sub-Saharan African country
	Information (Indicator)
	Data Source
	Quality

1-poor 4-good
	Problems and concerns?
	Time required
	Cost

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	


Case study 3: Women’s access to health in your country
	Information (Indicator)
	Data Source
	Quality

1-poor 4-good
	Problems and concerns?
	Time required
	Cost

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	


