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Model Outline for Research Proposal

Should be 2000 words (8 pages double spaced); but can include additional brief material in appendix (such as a questionnaire, if applicable).  
1. TITLE

2. GENERAL OBJECTIVES (with potential policy impact).

3. SPECIFIC STUDY QUESTIONS

4. PROBLEM AND RATIONALE

with LITERATURE REVIEW (to be brief in this assignment).


Fit the questions you will be asking into context of existing information.  


Show importance of the question you will be asking.  
5. METHODOLOGY
a. Study type (descriptive, case-control, cohort, etc.)

b. Study/target population and universe
c. Indicators (of what, measure)
d. Sampling (n, type)
e. Study instrument (e.g., questionnaire, test)
i. Examples of questions and specifics of measurement
ii. Reliability and validity
f. Dependent and independent variables, numerator and denominator (if applicable)
g. Measures of risk (if applicable)
h. Significance testing, power, and other analysis: sample size considerations.  
i. Estimated value "dummy" calculations using predicted data values

j. Pilot study, including its size.  
k. Ethical issues (if any)

l. Consent
m. Authorization and approval (government, IRBs, etc)
n. Limitations of study design
i. To what extent does the study design address the question?

ii. Representativeness of the sample to the target population

iii. Misclassification and measurement error

iv. Comparability of groups (if analytical study)

v. Generalizability

6. CHRONOLOGY

7. BUDGET AND PERSONNEL

a. Personnel, material, transport, food, lodging required

b. Indicate other resources available
8. DISSEMINATION / POLICY IMPACT PLAN
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