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ANTH/SISEA 407
GLOBAL FUTURES IN EAST ASIA

Winter Quarter, 2009
Ann Anagnost (M44 Denny)
anagnost@u.washington.edu
Andrea Arai (Denny 237)
araia2@u.washington.edu 

Ann’s Office Hours: Wed 1:30-3:00
Classroom: Denny 315
Andrea’s Office Hours:  Wed 12:30-1:30
Class Time: T, Th 1:30-2:20

Course Website: 

http://globalfuturesineastasia.blogspot.com/
Course Objectives: 

The goals of this course are to explore contemporary East Asian societies in a comparative framework around themes that are related to globalization and national projects of economic restructuring. The readings for the course are intended to provide a comparative framework to talk about regional changes in East Asia: the production of entrepreneurial subjects, emerging labor subjectivities, consumer citizenship, enterprising cities, education reform, rising social inequality, militarization, and high-tech venture capitalism. 
Course Requirements: 

Attendance, preparation and participation are the most important factors to success in this class. An attendance sheet will be circulated at the start of every class and beginning from the second week of the quarter, in-class participation will be recorded. Your participation should reflect careful preparation of the materials, which is to say, a form of close reading. Close reading for this class means one of two things: One way is to underline important passages and write marginal notes in your text that reflect your thinking and that you can refer back to during class discussion or during the exams. Another way is to take notes on a separate page, noting page numbers to refer back to during class discussion and exams. To ensure that our in-class work and discussions are careful and specific, you should be sure to bring a copy of the readings for the week with you to class so that you can follow the discussion of specific passages that will be critical for success on your exams. Doing these activities on a regular basis will prepare you well for the two exams for this course. 

To receive the full 20 points for this portion of class performance, students should have at most one absence from class, come prepared, be a regular in-class participator, and complete the go-post assignments (4 for the quarter) online. 

Go-Posts:

On the course website there is a link to a Go-Post discussion board that has been set up for this class. Basically, this means doing a more formal job in your note taking to share with the class. The Go-Post should summarize the reading (noting the important points), come up with questions for discussion, and make connections with other readings and discussions we have had in class. Each student is expected to post 4 times altogether. This is an important part of your participation grade for the class (see below). At the end of each week, starting in Week 2 of the quarter, the attendance sheet will include a place to sign up for the coming week’s postings. Students are responsible for keeping track of their posting requirement. To get full credit, Go-Posts are due by noon of the day we will be discussing the readings in class.

Grading Structure
Attendance, Participation, and Go-Posts (4)
  20 points

In-Class Writing Exercise


  10 points

Midterm Exam
 


  35 points

Final Exam




  35 points

Total: 





100 points

E-reserves: 

The readings for the course are available from the course e-reserves. You can access the e-reserves by going to the UW Libraries Main Page, click on Course Reserves, and then you can search either by Course Number or Instructor Name. The materials are electronically available in pdf form. You are responsible for downloading the articles and printing them to read and to bring to class. You should always bring your copies of the reading assignment to class as we will actively refer to them in class discussion. 

Due to the snow closures over winter break, we are still uploading the complete reading list to e-reserves. You will find the readings for the first two weeks already up, but it may take us until the end of the week to complete this task for the whole quarter.

In-Class Writing Exercise:

On January 22, we will have a short in-class writing exercise. The questions for this exercise will be given to you ahead of time. This is intended as a low-stakes rehearsal for the course mid-term and final so that you will understand better how to prepare for them.
In-Class Mid-Term and Final: 

The two in-class exams are both open note and open book. Preparing carefully for class on a regular basis, reading the Go-Posts of other students, taking part in group discussion, taking notes during class, and reviewing notes and readings on a regular basis are the best ways to ensure good performance on the exams. The exams will consist of one or two short essay questions. Students should be able to cite from appropriate texts and class notes to support their answers.

1/6:
Introduction

1/8:
Global Futures in East Asia: Mapping Out a Field of Study

Readings:

· Ann Anagnost and Andrea Arai. “Global Futures in East Asia.” This is a Word document available as a link on the course website.
1/13:
The Modernity Project 

Readings:

· Benedict Anderson, “Introduction.” Imagined Communities: Reflections on the Origin and Spread of Nationalism. Verso, 1991. Pp. 1-7.

· Timothy Mitchell, “After We Have Captured Their Bodies.” Colonizing Egypt. U. California Press, 1991. Pp. 95-127.

· Stefan Tanaka, “Times, Pasts, Histories.” New Times in Modern Japan. Princeton University Press, 2004. Pp. 1-26.
Optional:

· Takashi Fujitani, “Inventing, Forgetting, Remembering.” From Cultural Nationalism in East Asia: Representation and Identity. Harumi Befu, ed. U. California-Berkeley, Institute of East Asian Studies. Pp. 77-106.
1/15:
The Allure of Modernization

Readings: 

· Harry Harootunian, The Empire’s New Clothes, pp. 1-6, 35-89 (don’t forget the opening epigraphs appearing before page 1).

1/20:
The Role of the Developmental State

Readings:

· Michael E. Latham, “Introduction: Modernization, International History, and the Cold War World.” Staging Growth: Modernization, Development, and the Global Cold War. David C. Engerman, Nils Gilman, Mark H. Haefele, Michael E. Latham, eds. University of Massachusetts Press, 2003. Pp. 1-22.
· Andrew Gordon, “Japan’s Third Way.” Wages of Affluence: Labor and Management in Postwar Japan, Harvard U. Press, 1998, pp. 195-214.
1/22:
Globalization

Reading:

· Anna Tsing, “The Global Situation.” Cultural Anthropology 15,3(2000), pp. 327-353, especially 327-334.
In-Class Writing Exercise
1/27:
Technologies of Selfhood in Neoliberal Times

Reading:

· Colin Gordon, “Government Rationality: An Introduction.” In The Foucault Effect: Studies in Governmentality. Graham Burchell, Colin Gordon, and Peter Miller, eds. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1991, pp. 1-52.

· Lisa Hoffman, “Anthropology of Neoliberalism.” Anthropology Newsletter 47, 6 (September 2006):9-10.

1/29:
Emerging Labor Subjectivities (1)

Readings:

· Zygmunt Bauman, "Work." In Liquid Modernity. Polity Press, 2000, p. 130-167. 

· Driscoll, Mark, “Debt and Denunciation in Post-Bubble Japan: On the Two Freeters.” Cultural Critique 65 (2007), pp. 164-87.

2/3:
Film Day: China Blue 
2/5:
Emerging Labor Subjectivities (2)

Reading:

· Pun Ngai, “The Social Body: the Art of Discipline and Resistance,” Made in China, Duke U. Press, 2005, pp. 77-108.
· Yan Hairong, “ ‘What If Your Client/Employer Treats Her Dog Better Than She Treats You?’: Market Militarism and Market Humanism in a Postsocialist Utopia.” In Global Futures in East Asia. Ann Anagnost, Andrea Arai, and Hai Ren, eds. Forthcoming.
2/10:
Mid-Term Exam (in-class, open book, open note)

2/12:
The Knowledge Worker
Reading:

· Nick Witheford-Dyer, “Global Body, Global Brain/Global Factory, Global War: Revolt of the Value Subjects. The Commoner, available online: www.commoner.org.uk/03dyer-witheford.pdf 

· Aihwa Ong, “Labor Arbitrage: Displacements and Betrayals in Silicon Valley,” Neoliberalism as Exception, pp. 157-174.
2/17:
Educational Capital 

Readings:

· Aihwa Ong, “Higher Learning in Global Space.” Neoliberalism as Exception. Pp. 139-157.

· Nancy Abelmann, Hyunhee Kim, and So Jin Park, “The Uneven Burden of Vitality: The Predicament of Contemporary South Korean College Students.” Global Futures in East Asia. Ann Anagnost, Andrea Arai, and Hai Ren, eds. Forthcoming.
2/19:
Film day: Battle Royale

2/24:
Reproducing the Future

Reading:

· Andrea Arai, “Killing Kids: Recession and Survival in Twenty-First-Century Japan.” Postcolonial Studies 6, 3 (2003), pp. 367-379.

· Tomiko Yoda, “The Rise and Fall of Maternal Society: Gender, Labor, and Capital in Contemporary Japan.” Japan after Japan, pp. 239-274.

2/26:
Hidden Costs

Readings:

· Yumiko Iida, “Between the Technique of Living an Endless Routine and the Madness of Absolute Degree Zero: Japanese Identity and the Crisis of Modernity in the 1990s,” positions: east asia cultures critique 8:2, 2000, pp. 423-464.
· Ann Anagnost, “Strange Circulations: The Blood Economy in Rural China.” Economy and Society 35, 4 (2006), pp. 509-529.

3/3:
Consumer Citizenship

Readings:

· Pun Ngai, “Subsumption or Consumption?: The Phantom of Consumer Revolution in ‘Globalizing’ China.” Cultural Anthropology 18,4(2003), pp. 469-492.
· Nelson, Laura C. Producing New Consumption. Measured Excess: Status, Gender, and Consumer Nationalism in South Korea, Columbia University Press, 2000, p. 71-93. 
3/5:
Nostalgia After the Miracle

Reading:

· Marilyn Ivy, “Itineraries of Knowledge: Trans-figuring Japan.” Discourses of the Vanishing: Modernity, Phantasm, Japan. Chicago U Press, 1995, pp. 29-65.

· Leo Ching, “Give Me Japan and Nothing Else!: Postcoloniality, Identity and the Traces of Colonialism,” Japan After Japan, pp. 142-166.

3/10:
Militarization and the New World Order

Readings:

· Seungsook Moon, “Mobilized to be Martial and Productive: Men’s Subjection to the Nation and the Masculine Subjectivity of Family Provider,” Militarized Modernity and Gendered Citizenship in South Korea, Duke U. Press, pp. 44-67.

· Andrea G. Arai, “The Neo-Liberal Subject of Lack and Potential: Developing “the Frontier Within” and Creating a Reserve Army of Labor in 21st Century Japan,” Rhizomes 10 (http://www.rhizomes.net/issue10/arai.htm )
3/12:
The Biopolitics of Security

Readings:
· Stephen J. Collier, Andrew Lakoff & Paul Rabinow, “Biosecurity: Towards an Anthropology of the Contemporary.” Anthropology Today 20, 5 (2004), pp. 3-7.

· Mei Zhan, “Wild Consumption: Relocating Responsibilities in the Time of SARS.” Privatizing China, Aihwa Ong and Li Zhang, eds. Cornell University Press.




