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Final Assignment
Your Name
IMT 530- Organization of Information Resources
Winter Quarter, 2008
Michael Crandall, Instructor

Approach
Provide an overview of the approach you took in constructing the vocabularies you settled upon during your work this quarter (this should build on, but not repeat, the discussion of your approach to building your overall schema in the first assignment).  You should discuss the characteristics that distinguish your particular solution to the problem of providing subject access to the MSIM website, and relate these to the material you have been studying this quarter.  Reference readings, lectures and other resources as justification for your decisions!!  

Implementation
As you moved your metadata schema and vocabularies into Del.icio.us, you probably ran into some interesting problems.  Describe those here, and discuss how they relate to the use of controlled vocabularies versus open tagging.  Some questions you might ponder:

1) Are there additional/different data type rules necessitated by moving the schema into del.icio.us? For example, do personal names work the way they were originally intended? 

2) If you chose to include tags to incorporate the element names from your schema (like Pete Johnston did in http://efoundations.typepad.com/efoundations/2006/10/dctagged.html), what effect did that have? How well does it work? If you choose not to do this, explain why and what advantages you thought you would gain and whether or not those were achieved. 

3) In what ways do the bundles in del.icio.us function like facets and in what ways are they different? How did you use the facets to help represent/organize your schema? Did you make any attempt at subfacets? 

4) Are there possible ways for implementing hierarchies with tags? 

5) How you would use this schema to locate items as it is implemented in del.icio.us? What would your search strategy be?

Impact

How could your solution make a difference in the management or user experience on the MSIM website?  Explain where and how your choices of subject vocabularies might improve access or navigation.   What do you think adoption of your design would help the most with?  Are there particular features that might be enhanced or even created if your approach was adopted?  Where appropriate, reference resources you found useful (class readings, conversations with experts, websites, etc.) to support your claims!!  

Problems

You probably ran into some difficulties as you were constructing your vocabularies.  Discuss these in light of what you now know about the issues involved in creating a representation of the world through a taxonomy.  What did you have to sacrifice, what were some of the choices you made that you wish you didn’t have to make, what are some of the effects you might expect to see as a result of your decisions in the user experience for particular populations?  Again, if there are particular references or resources that would support your observations, please refer to them here!!
Resources Used

In order to create your schema and vocabularies, you had to examine a number of existing examples others have already created, and evaluate them based on their merits and fit with your goals.  Please provide an annotated list of these resources, with a brief description of how each was used (or why it was not used) in the development of your final metadata schema, authority control, and vocabularies.  Quality, not quantity, is the desired characteristic of this section; it should include the resources you’ve mentioned in the sections above at a minimum.  
Use properly cited bibliographic references, compliant with one of the style guides at http://www.lib.washington.edu/research/wri.html.  You should be showing your ability to critically select and evaluate the resources you needed for the project.

Example:

· Zeng, M. L. (2005). Construction of controlled vocabularies: A primer. Retrieved December 14, 2006, from http://www.slis.kent.edu/~mzeng/Z3919/index.htm. 
This guide was essential in thinking about how to begin building and organizing my vocabularies.  
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