
INFO 424 Fall 2007 Assignment 3 (50 points) Due Tuesday, October 9, 2007 

Intro to Tableau: Survey Data 
Due Tuesday, October 9, 1:00pm. 
  
This lab teaches you to use Tableau Software’s system, and introduces you to some of the 
challenges and benefits of analyzing real data. 

Installing Tableau 
Follow this link to register: http://tableausoftware.icentera.com/register.asp?D58V92 
 
You will receive an email from  icPortal Registration <wtibke@tableausoftware.com> 
giving you a user name (your email), a password, and a link to follow to get your 
download information and your license key for the quarter. Please use your UW email 
account for the registration. 
 
You can use this key to install Tableau on the lab machines, or to install it on your 
personal machine at home. Note that the lab machines are reimaged each night, so you 
will need to install Tableau for any lab that uses it. 
 
Once you have an account, you can access your key from the web by going to: 
http://tableausoftware.icentera.com/portals/ 
 
Download, install and register your copy of Tableau. 

First Exercise: Intro to Tableau 
Once Tableau is running, go to Help>Training and Support> and click the How To Use 
Tableau link. Download the Beginner’s Tutorial and do it. It should take 10-15 minutes. 
Please make note of anything you found confusing in this tutorial, as we will return it as 
feedback to the developers. 

Explore the Survey Data  
The survey data and questions can be found on the class website: 
http://courses.washington.edu/info424/schedule.html#tableau_intro 
 
In lab, the class will brainstorm a set of questions to begin your initial exploration of the 
survey data.  

1. Select 3-4 questions and create visualizations to answer them. For each question, 
create a page that includes: the question, the answer, and a visualization that 
supports your answer. Try to find the best (concise, clear) visualization for each 
question. 

2. Create 2-3 visualizations of your own. Try to make them as content-rich and 
interesting as possible. For each, write a brief VisCritique, following the rubric of 
the 7 questions in that assigment: 
http://courses.washington.edu/info424/documents/Assignment-Vis%20Critique.pdf 

 
Note: You can use the Export>Image feature to create an image of a visualization. 


