Disability & Society

LSJ 332/CHID 332
Frida – film about Frida Kahlo 

Frida had polio as a child (although you will not find this referred to in any obvious way in the film) and was involved in a serious trolley car accident as a young woman that resulted in extensive medical interventions and a long confinement to bed.  She experienced a great deal of physical pain and on-going medical complications throughout her life.  

Your assignment as you watch this film is to pay particular attention to those scenes/themes related to disability.  We would like you to comment on the two scenes listed below by answering the question posed and in addition identify and discuss one additional scene or theme that you noticed related to disability.  Therefore, you will have three different issues to discuss.  Each item should be discussed in maximum of 1 page.  

1. In a scene that takes place just after Frida’s trolley car accident as she is in bed at home, her boyfriend comes to visit.  He tells her that he is off to Europe with an aunt and uncle and then likely to stay to attend university.  What is the message that the director/writer are conveying here?  

2.
As Frida works on her rehabilitation (again early in the film after the trolley car accident), there are several scenes involving body casts/physical therapy/discussions of more surgery.  Then comes a scene of Frida getting up out of her wheelchair and walking unaided to her parents.  What is the message that the director/writer are conveying here?  

