Disability & Society

LSJ 332 / CHID 332

Session 11—Due May 4
Tucker, Deaf Culture, Cochlear Implants and Elective Disability
1. What political/social/cultural statement are individuals making when they choose to refer to themselves as either deaf or Deaf individuals?  Do you think that Deaf individuals have “made their case” sufficiently to support the difference?  Why or why not?

2. Tucker argues that “when most deafness becomes correctable…an individual who chooses not to correct his or her deafness (or the deafness of his or her child) will lack the moral right to demand that others pay for costly accommodations to compensate for the lack of hearing of that individual (or his or her child). Summarize the arguments against this position from the social model of disability perspective.  

Montgomery, Critic of the Dawn

3. Summarize Montgomery’s criticism of the disability rights movement and explain his evidence for the statement that “this slogan (Nothing about us, without us) can be used to justify a change of regime, rather than a true revolution, for most disabled people.”  Do you agree with this position and why/why not?

4. Montgomery writes about “two distinct understandings of disability.”  What are these understandings and what evidence is provided to support this opinion?  

French, When the Wind Gets in my Way
5. Sally French discusses the effect of not mentioning or explaining her “visual disability” when part of group discussions and/or when making presentations.  What can happen to communication when she doesn’t explain the visual disability and how does she describe her feelings about the white stick/cane?

6. What evidence does she provide to support the existence of a “blind culture?”  What are the similarities and differences between a blind culture and a Deaf culture?  
