Disability & Society

LSJ 332/CHID 332

Reading Questions for Session 12—DUE May 6
NOTE:  for this session, you must answer one of the questions from Serlin’s article.  The other questions are provided ONLY to help guide your reading.  DO NOT TURN IN AN ANSWER TO ANY QUESTION EXCEPT ONE UNDER SERLIN.  IF YOU DO, IT WILL NOT BE GRADED.
No Pity—Chapter 10

1.  Shapiro states that the ultimate problem with institutions was their “nature.”  Describe what he means by this and how institutions evolved.

2.  Jim was initially labeled “profoundly retarded.”  Why was this not an accurate assessment?  How might have being in an institution for so many years affected him?

Thomson, FDR Memorial
1. According to Thomson, the “struggle over the collective story told by the FDR memorial…tells us much about disability in American culture, about disability studies, and about ourselves.”  Summarize what the controversy tells us in those three spheres.  

2. What are the criticisms that Thomson raises with the choice of Eleanor Roosevelt’s quotation for an inscription to go with the statute of FDR as a disabled man?  

Thomson, Disability, Identity and Representation  

1. Thomson makes the point that “the actual experience of disability is more complex and more dynamic that representation usually suggests.”  What examples does she give to support this statement?

Serlin, Crippling Masculinity, Queerness and Disability in US Military Culture
1. What does Serlin say his approach is to the study of disability? 

2. How does Serlin read the performance of the Amputettes? In other words, what is the significance - historical, social and political - according to Serlin? 

 

3. How can queer studies and disability overlap?

4. How is Serlin's analysis of the Amputettes similar and/or different in terms of methodology, from Garland Thomson's, or other analyses of representations of disability we have read this quarter?
