Disability & Society

LSJ 332 / CHID 332
Reading Questions for Session 2:   
DUE  April 1
Shapiro Introduction:

1) According to Shapiro what is the central characteristic of the disability movement?

2) What are the numbers quoted by Shapiro for the various estimated size of the disability population & why is there such a variation?

Linton Chapters 1, 2, 6:
3) How does Linton describe the main difference(s) between the Psychological & Disability Studies understanding of disability?

4) What does Linton believe are the negative effects of the “medicalization” of disability?

5) What is Linton’s opinion of “We are all disabled in some way”?  Are you convinced by her response to the statement?  Explain your response.
6) Why does Linton consider the following terms acceptable: disability; Person with a disability; disabled people/person; disability community?

7) Linton is very concerned that the term “disability studies” is being applied to a wide variety of graduate and undergraduate programs around the country because she feels many of the programs are not in fact a “socio-political-cultural examination of disability.”  Explain how such a “true” disability studies program differs from Linton’s “not disability studies” program?

8) According to Linton what does disability studies add to the academic curriculum?

Nelson: http://www.ncdj.org/newsletters/win_03.html#Stereotypes

9) Give an example of a “Super-Crip” and explain your choice.

10) What is most often missing in the portrayal of disability by 
journalists?
Myths and Facts about People with Disabilities—answer only if you meet the “condition” described below!
11) This “reading” includes many different myths and facts.  We believe that all facts should be questioned.  If after reading these you questioned any, choose one and explain why you question it and how you would go about “checking” its veracity.  
Shapiro Return of the Sob Sisters

12) The author of this “article” is concerned that journalism increasingly seems to be “less about providing information and more about manipulating emotions.”  She uses words like “voyeuristic” and asks whether the “sob stories” are “as much about reinforcing cultural and religious beliefs” as about explaining or informing the public.  Why do you think these stories “sell”?

13) Do a little on-line research into the James Frey “memoir” that the author references and describe what the memoir was and why Shapiro states that it “highlighted the vanishing line between truth and fiction.”    
