Disability & Society

LSJ 332 / CHID 332
Reading Questions for Session 3:  DUE:  April 6  
No Pity—Chapter 1
1) How does the Horatio Alger story apply to disabled people?
2) What is the Hockenberry Rule

3) Why did Shakespeare give Richard III a hunchback?

4) What was the attack on Walker Lamphery all about?
Barnes & Mercer, “Disability:  A Choice of Models and Disabling Societies:  Domination and Oppression”
5)  One of the aims of the first chapter (“Disability:  A Choice of Models”) is to help the reader understand the importance of analyzing disability from a social perspective.  The authors mention Mills’ (1970) statement that “some seemingly ‘personal troubles’ are more appropriately understood as ‘public issues’ that link to the institutions of society as a whole.”   What ‘personal troubles’ and ‘public issues’ do they mean?
6)  Because of criticism of the 1980 WHO “International Classification of Impairments, Disabilities and Handicaps,”  the WHO came up with a new classification scheme.  Describe this new (1999) scheme and the authors’ opinion of it.
7) In Chapter 2 (Disabling Societies:  Domination and Oppression), the authors argue that disablism is a specific form of social oppression.  They compare the oppression of other social categories—like women and racial minorities—and find some similarities but believe the oppression of disabled individuals is different in some critical ways.  How is the oppression different in these authors’ opinion?  
8)  During the mid-late 20th Century (at least in the developed world), the “support” needs of disabled individuals was increasingly recognized.  According to the authors, the increased medicalization and professionalism that also developed lead to an increase in dependence and “helplessness” on the part of disabled individuals in many cases.  Why and how do you think this happened?  
Hockenberry,  “Fear of Bees”
9) Paraphrase Hockenberry’s main points in “Fear of Bees.”  This means concisely explain his ideas IN YOUR OWN WORDS, in one substantial paragraph.
