Disability & Society

LSJ 332/CHID 332

Reading Questions for Session 5 – Due April 13, 2010
No Pity—Chapters 4, 5

1. Chapter 4 is titled “A Hidden Army for Civil Rights”.  Who is the army and why are they “hidden”?

2. What makes enforcing disabilities rights so different than enforcing civil rights for blacks, women, and other minorities?

3. Shapiro stated that the disability movement’s strength is also its greatest weakness.  Explain the statement and please include examples.

4. In the CSAAC program, what benefits to employers and coworkers are gained by hiring an employee with autism?

5. Describe BRI.  What are the arguments for and against BRI?  What is an alternative to BRI?

6. In Chapter 5 Shapiro described similarities between slavery and institutionalization.  Name and describe 3 of the similarities.

7.
Describe “normalization” in regards to the closing of institutions.

Shapiro, A., “Early Attitudes and Their Legacies”

8. Shapiro’s chapter discusses the development of the institution as a method to segregate disabled people.  He refers to Goffman’s definition of the “total institution” and the inherent differences with it and the typical lifestyle.  Describe the total institution and why it is contrary to the mainstream life.  

9. Describe how the belief that disabled people require the care of social institutions, services and care led to development of a national welfare society and charitable organizations.  

10. Shapiro’s article makes apparent contradictory statements about the historical (current?) attitude or belief about disabled people in monotheistic religions (Judaism, Christianity, Islam).  On one hand he quotes scholars as concluding that these religions generally accepted disabled people and provided protection.  But he also gives plenty of evidence of brutal treatment and attitudes that disability was a manifestation of divine displeasure.  After reading the article, how do you think these three religions understood disability?  You can discuss the religions individually or in combination.  

11. In discussing the treatment of disability (particularly disabilities other than physical ones) in the American colonies, Shapiro quotes Ferguson as saying the major concern was over dependency not disability.  Explain what this means in terms of the colonial history as you understand it from the reading.

Baynton, “Disability and the Justification of Inequality in American History”

12. Describe how disability has been used to justify the differences in treatment of women, African-Americans, and immigrants in this country.  And describe how disability has been used to argue against the inequities towards members of these three “groups.”

13. What were Samuel Howe’s concerns about institutionalization?

14. According to Baynton, “the ascendance of normality signified a shift in the focus of faith from a God-centered to a human-centered world” and was connected to the western notion of progress.  How did these two concepts impact societal belief about disability in this country?

15. What is the connection between poverty and disability according to Baynton?

