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Chapter 8
Short Form
Informal (Casual) Speech Style
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•Turn off your phone, 
tablet, or laptop and 
put it away from 
your desk.
•Please remain 
seated.
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Brother (25)

Brother (23) Brother (30)

Brother (19)

Sister (22) Sister (28)

Brother (27)

Sister (6)



Time 
Remaining:

Remain Seated, please.
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Chapter 8
• Formality
• How to distinguish your speech style

depending on who you are talking to.
• Formal/Public speech style
• Informal/Casual/Private speech style

• Short Form/Dictionary Form Constructions
• Grammatically required use of 

short/Dictionary form



Short	Forms
• ��
���

• Marks the speaker as the “public” speaker
• Used to show the polite attitude toward the 

addressee
• Shows unfamiliarity to the addressee, leaving a 

distance between the speaker and the addressee
• “Formal”, “Polite”, “Distal”

• �������
�Vs.
• ����
• ��	����
�Vs.
• ��	����



Short/Dictionary	Form
• Short Form:
•Marks the speaker as a private speaker
• Shows familiarity to the addressee, no 

distance between the speaker and the 
addressee
• “Casual” ,”Informal”, “Plain”



https://www.erin.ne.jp/en/

https://www.erin.ne.jp/en/
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�*&*�#”ferries wheel”

�"&��”boring”

-,-,�(”excited”

��(“help”



Casual	Speech	Version



Casual	Form	Version
• ��1$/���������&2
• �)�1�/�	)%)�"�2
• ��1�/��)���!)��$/�
• �)�1�"����
��)�$2
• *-.1�'��(��
• ��1�����/�
• ��1,+,+�&��
• *-.1�)�)����#� 2
• �)�1���)0*-.�")�����$0
• ���*-.1���/�
• �)�1������/�0

�)� “it is the case ~”



Compare these conversations
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Short	Forms
• Formation:
• Verbs:  Dictionary Form/Citation Form
•
�� ��

•��� ��

•���� ���

•�	�� �	�

•���� ��

•����� ���

•���� ��

�verbs:  drop ��

�verbs:  i-��
u



Short	Forms
• Formation:
• Adjectives�Dictionary Form/Citation Form
•���� ��

•
����� 
���

•����� ����

•���� ���

• Copula: ��
•����� ����

•��� ��

� adj:  Disregard ��

	adj:  Conjugate��

Noun��:  Conjugate��



Short	Forms
• Negative����
• ���� ���

• ���� ���

• U-verbs:  _u à _a��
•����� ����

•�-verbs:  __� à __��
•���� ���

•������ ��

• Adjectives/copula
•�����
 �����

•���	���
 ���	���

•���	���
 ���	���



Short	form���������
• ('%�	��
• ,+%�	��
• ��#�)!��
• *%������
• ���%������
• ��%�����
• ������
• ��-���
• �$����
• ����������
• �&����
• ��� ����
• ����������
• ���
&��
• �&!��
• ��������

• �	"
• �	"
• )"
• ����
• ����"
• ���
• ����"
• ��-�
• �$��
• ��������
• �&���
• ��� ���
• ��������
• ���
&�
• �&!�
• ������



Casual/Informal	Speech
• Between someone familiar, in private relationship
• Up to each individual (no specific rule to determine 

when you switch to this style of speech)
• Abbreviation of particles
• �� �����

• � ��

• ��� ����

• �� ���

• ������
 �����	��

• ��������������



Casual/Informal	Speech:		Question
• Intonation (rising intonation on the very last syllable)
• !"��� ����	�#
• !"�� ����#

• Cannot use �
• ���������
��	�#
• ��������
�#

• Or, use � at the end of the sentence
•  ��������	�#
•  ��� �����#

• With �-adjective or noun, ��#
• �������	�#
• ��������#
• ������	�#
• �������#



Casual/Informal	Speech:		Question
• Answering to a question:
•�� → ��

•��� → ���

• Q:  �
���������
A:  �������

• Q:  	���������
A:  ����������


