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Hiragana (ま〜ん）
X-wa Y-desu.
Numbres



Hiragana Shape

•あ •す



Hiragana Shape

•い •こ



Hiragana Shape

•き •さ



m+ vowels

•ma
•mi
•mu
•me
•mo

•ま
•み
•む
•め
•も





y + vowel

•Ya
•×
•yu
•×
•yo

•や
•×
•ゆ
•×
•よ





r + vowel

Japanese [r]

English [l]

Your mouth from the side

English [r]



r + vowel

•ra
•ri
•ru
•re
•ro

•ら
•り
•る
•れ
•ろ





w + vowel

•wa
•×
•×
•×
•×
•wo → o 

•わ
•×
•×
•×
•×
•を





N

•ん

E D



よんでください ”Please read.”

•なまえ
•ほん
•れきし
•やました
•さんねん
•まつり
•りろん
•はるさき
•わかやま

• Na-ma-e
• Ho-n
• Re-ki-shi
• Ya-ma-shi-ta
• sa-n-ne-n
• Ma-tsu-ri
• Ri-ro-n
• Ha-ru-sa-ki
• Wa-ka-ya-ma



Nouns!
Country Names

•Kanada
•Mekishiko
•Supein
•Betonamu
•Furansu

•Nihon
•Amerika
•Kankoku
•Chuugoku



Language:  Name of Country + go

•Japanese
•Chinese
•French
•Korean

•Nihon go
•Chuugoku go
•Huransu go
•Kankoku go
•Ee go “English”



Nationality:  Name of the Country + jin

•Amerika jin
•eego

•Chuugoku jin
•chuugokugo

•Kankoku jin
•kankokugo

•Nihon jin
•nihongo

Hello 你好

チーッ
ス

강남
스타일



Doko no kuni no hito desu ka? (What is their 
nationality?)



Japanese Sentence
• Important thing to remember
• Verb/Predicate comes at the end of a sentence
• Verb/Predicate alone can make a sentence

• The copula 
• Desu (pronounced as “de-ssss”)
• Noun+desu
• Ohta desu.    “I am Ohta.”

• Sensee desu. “S/he is a teacher.”

•すしdesu. “It is sushi.”



Noun desu.
• Things/People you are talking about:
• ____________ wa
• Obama-san wa Amerika jin desu.
• Watanabe-san wa Nihon jin desu.

• Jaa (“then”), Chen-san wa?
• Jaa, Junkook-san wa?

Obama-san

Watanabe-san



How to ask a question in Japanese?

• If you are already talking about something (say, 

nationality of a group of people). 

• Following a statement about one person, 

• E.g. Obama-san wa Amerika jin desu.

• Simply, (Jaa) ______ wa? (with a rising intonation)

Rola-san



How to ask a question in Japanese?

• If no preceding statement…

• Attach か at the end of the sentence (with a rising 
intonation)

•おおた sensee wa Nihon jin desu.  

… declarative sentence

•おおた sensee wa Nihon jin desuか。
… question sentence



How to answer the question?

• Yes (that’s the case).

•はい。Or ええ。
•はい、soo desu/ええ soo desu.

• No (that’s not the case).

•いいえ。
•いいえ、soo ja arimasen.



Numbers
• 1
• 2
• 3
• 4
• 5
• 6
• 7
• 8
• 9
• 10

11 
…
14
…
17
…
19
20
…
40
…
70
…
90
…
100

ichi

ni

san
yon, shi
go

roku

shichi, nana

hachi

kyuu, ku

juu

Juu-ichi

Juu-yon, juu-shi

Juu-shichi, juu-nana

Juu-kyuu, juu-ku

Ni-juu

Yon-juu, *shi-juu

Nana-juu, *shichi-juu

kyuu-juu, *ku-juu

Hyaku



Numbers
Hour:  ~o’clock 

# ji
“What time?”
(Ima) Nanji desu ka?

Phone number(Denwa ban goo):  
“(ABC)DEFG-GHIJ”→

ABC(-no) DEF-no GHIJ
Note:  “0” = zero
“What is your phone number?”
Denwa ban goo wa nan desu ka?



Hiragana Quiz

•Write clearly (ambiguous answers will be negatively 

graded).

•Upload the scanned quiz.

•Hand-writing only.



Hiragana Quiz 1

• Choose the word you hear.

1. a. あか b. おか c. すか d. せか

2. a. けさ b. いき c. こさ d. こき

3. a. えそく b. しせい c. すこし

4. a. あそこ b. かそく c. せかい

5. a. おかしい b. あかきせ c. すいこき

6. a. はなし b. けない c. なけて d. ねない

7. a. ぬたと b. ねなの c. ほにつ d.  はたう

8. a. ひちへ b. のつた c. かとね d. てつね

9. a.  ふたつぬ b. ひとつぬ c. ほねつき

10. a. にしかは b. ぬのかは c. さかなと


