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Counting in Japanese
Chapter 6 Vocabulary



Cou nting N e Quantifying Expressions:
e Minutes, hours...~.5A /" 3SA. ~C ./ LCHhA
Japanese « Alot, alittle (bit).72< S A, BEoE/TIL




e Quantifying Expressions:

* Used as a modifier for the predicate
(adverbs)
c ZIFNA NAZT kO LELT
e Jg L% 7oA T="FIlLT,
cbHbw I IKI%Z Biok NAZTLOHL
L7,

Japanese - Noun+Particle Predicate
. Noun+Particle Predicate

e NO PARTICLE FOR COUNTERS!
e 7-{ XA TLZE BXRILT
e L 7-KETAZT BRILT,

Counting in




* Shape of the object

* Thin, flat objects (paper, tickets, CDs,
DVDs, shirts): ~ X L»

* Bound objects (books, dictionaries,
etc.): ~& D
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| read 4 volumes of Manga yesterday.
« Y77 ..bound object
* = counter: &
e 4volumes > LA D

 Read 4 volume of Manga: ~ > 77 is the object of
“read”

* = particle: %
c TDH, X HhELAZTD SHFLT,

Mary bought three T-shirt at the department store.
« AT —&AlIE, T/IN—FT
c TN VYZESAFL
« MAVE LT,
How many notebooks are there on the desk? '

e DX ZADEIZ, /—FDGEAESD HYFT

7 ‘,

There are three photos in my bag.

c ANRVOBIZ, Lo LANSAEL HUFET,
o

Noun_Particle_Counter
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This chart shows how sounds in numbers (1-10) and counters change
according to their combination.

& N um b ers 1. Hiragana indicate the sound changes in numbers, and letters

0T show the changes in the initial consonant of counters.

2. () means that the change is optional,
3. An empty box means no sound change occurs.
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lil. Expressing quantities with numbers and the counters
¥, X, 0 ,and ETD

You have already learned some expressions with numbers such as ~ &, ~R¢fi, and
~%7. These are called counter expressions. In this chapter, you will learn more of
them and how they work. In counting things, and even people, a counter must be
attached to the number. Some English equivalents of Japanese counters are
expressions such as “two cups of coffee” or “three sheets of paper.” Japanese uses a
number of different counters. The type, shape, and size of an object determines
which counter should be used.

Counter Object Type Examples
~% L |thin objects paper, plates, T-shirts, CDs, DVDs
~0U ¥ |fish, small four-legged animals | dogs, cats, mice

~7& long cylindrical objects pencils, pens, bottles, cans, belts,
ties, trousers, movies/

~&D |bound objects books, dictionaries, magazines

The following chart illustrates how to combine numbers with counters. As you have
seenin 43, F(’ and -;E , combining counters with numbers sometimes changes the
id
iation of both the bers and the th Ives. The underlined
expressions in the chart are examples of these ch P iation changes for 2%
and U ¥ follow the same pattern. BA
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The counter expressions come immediately after the object and its particle.

Noun + Number + Verb
Particle Counter

—&—% ;ib‘ DWE Uz, |Ibought one sweater.

K% | A DIHE Uz, |Idrank four bottles of water.

K th

There are ten cats.

RTB(FTE VET,

ZDE-S L% %é >) FTEw, Give me two magazines.

)WV % ﬁ[ﬁ MWET D, | How many belts will you buy?

i |fAEo B D E G, |Howmany books are there?

WE: 2oTyvy V% slib‘ T,
Please give me these three T-shirts.
E&@AI iib\—ej‘mo MLCEDXLE,

Three of them. Certainly, sir.

Hi D ZC2ic RATDON ﬁ;ﬁ HHETH,
How many pencils are there?
RIR: KK BHET,
AolEh

There are six.

WH : BT% MUE HELED,

How many cats did you see?
s : %‘U% BELT,
I saw two.

LH D LLxDAIE BERBOERD 1 EA B ETH,

Are there a lot of Japanese books in the library?

JIH: A BFEOCHL 5D ETE,

Yes, there are about four thousand.

When talking about multiple items in a single sentence, the particle & comes after
the counter expression.

KEVW/—+ % ZE2L. hEvoz SED FEL,
Please give me three large notebooks and two small ones.
DY YV ZE0E, NVEE FTIE WATRE W,
Please put two shirts and a belt in the box.
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ﬁ LT#HZEL&S Conversation Practice

Activity 1
Describe each picture using an appropriate counter expression.

Example: &3\754’7J‘ —ﬁ HVET,

@ E. B

T Activity 2

‘Work in groups of three or four. Ask your classmates how many of the following
items they own. Find out who owns the most of each item. Then write down the
name of that person and the number of items.

Example: A: ~TAME E—&—h AEWN HHETH,
B: Z5TTR, LRNCHEY HYETR,

TEX #h ( )

LA

HARE DA

A F
(W /Rc
/ other)

~)V b

If Activity 3

Work with a partner. Ask what kind of clothing and how many items your
partner would have if he/she were a famous movie star. Note that in this context,
£, 5TWE T means to own. Take turns.

Example: A: DS, EAESLE ETVETH,
B: Z5T¥he RVUH f;;‘f“ﬁt PA &4
AEVCHY HhET A,
A FTVTT R, (Wowl)

Activity 1: & ¢ 1.
P A2 ik IRY DR
T 2N ESARE
HNET. 3 EhE
WACEVET, 4.
nEH HHET,
5. VAN—TENE
T 6. ¥ LHARE
DHDET, 7. LLx
MIEDBHLES. 8
ZACOWNIEDY)
Ve 9. RIS
EVET, 10.CD A
EXaBnET

Activity 2: FR : {§
AEXDEES.
(Answers will vary)

&
nswers will vary.)



https://canvas.uw.edu/courses/1458181/files/78657630?module_item_id=13034462

Extra 1: Cvlindrical Objects



https://canvas.uw.edu/courses/1307785/files/53163005?module_item_id=9083220

Extra 2: Things served in a
cup/glass/bowls



https://canvas.uw.edu/courses/1381806/files/66426316?module_item_id=11011303

Extra 3: small animals/insects

0=, &, UE


https://canvas.uw.edu/courses/1381806/files/66426314?module_item_id=11011301
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https://canvas.uw.edu/courses/1307785/files/53163383?module_item_id=9083320

e Numbers: 1, 6, 8, 10
e LNH > LYo
« 5K -> A >
e X5 > I3 -
e Lo = Cw-o
 With 1,6, 8,10, [T A - [Ty - OE
e > [TA XL X
e With 3 and & A
e > [TA - IXWL - U'E




AH T IADONELA T,

KA BAZIDOHY XTI H?

HFEY ZTNVWLC»RWTT 1,



NlE RA—=—SADNIELATT,

1l TH & D (personal
organizer) Cd,

BASDOHYN TITH?

A= ADHh/N L,
ETHENWLWTT A,

RUD BAIZABY £ITH?
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New Verbs

0[]ooo[]ofofjoo




X —=EHUVD

HT 3






“take ~ along to (Place)




New Verbs

=Xz &9 5




* When you decline an offer from other
person, you would say _ 72 < <

ER

* When you hear something that was not

expected (and was surprised by it), you
wouldsay  [FAEDSTT M2

* If you cannot do the homework but plan to

do |t, HET Li'a—o
* You came home late at night, =D 5 DT A
. _ BZL 2BIZMhAYFE LT,

* You need something right now, 3 <

BERMLLET,

> 4




Chapter 5 Kanji Quiz

e Using Hiragana correctly, write the ¢ Which Kanji is used to write the

pronunciation of each of the following verbs? Answer with the
following Kanji expressions. Write number. (2pts.x4)
the pronunciation of the entire (@) WEET
word. Then, translate each word .
into English. (12pts.+4pts.) (b) T=RZFET
(a) TD A (c) DAHAFT
(b) SERHEBDA (d) #FF
() ¥BDXRK 1T Q8 B8 @K

(d) LLHZ A




