Fenal es and Their Roles in Star Wars

|\

- Both MFarlane and Casetti can be applied to the
rel ati onship between the ani mated series Star Wars: C one
Wars and the major notion picture—Star Wars: A New Hope.

-> MFarl ane explains that sonme el enents |ike nanmes, places
and tinmes (informants) are directly transferable. These

el ements are pretty nmuch the only ones that exist in both
Cl one Wars and A New Hope.

- Casetti discusses the need for a “re-programm ng” of
texts when noving them from one conmuni cative situation to
anot her .

—>The main difference between the two comuni cative
situations that we are discussing is the passage of tine
from 1977 to 2005 and all the social, political and culture
el enment s/ changes that are invol ved.

- The way in which fermal es were viewed changed
dramatically from 1977 to 2005, specifically the
forwardness of their sexuality and the prom nence of their
presence.



~>Leia s sexuality becones |ess and | ess
subl i mat ed t hroughout A New Hope—begi nning with her covered
invirginal white fromhead to toe, then progressing to a
low cut, tight fitting yet still virginal white dress for
the award cerenony at the end of the novie.

—>Epi sode V: The Enpire Strikes Back takes this
one step further by dressing her in a very skinpy and now
i nfamous gol d bi ki ni —expl oiting her sexuality and answering
the prayers of young boys everywhere.

—>Leia is one of the first “girls with guns” in a
maj or notion picture and the ONLY fenmale in A New Hope,
commandi ng the Rebellion, giving orders to nen, shooting
stormtroopers and “rescuing her rescuers”.

—>Sexuality in Star Wars: Clone Wars is even | ess sublimated
than in A New Hope, even though it is a cartoon targeting a
younger audi ence.

—->Padne and Anakin meet in secret to have nake-out
sessions since their affair is clandesti ne.

—>Anakin comments that its okay that their affair is
secret because Padnme “does | ook great in the dark” then
proceeds to nmake-out with her sone nore.

—>C3PO i s even sonewhat sexually charged in the cartoon
despite himbeing a robot (scene where Anakin wants himto
show of f his new gold plating).

—>Padne is always dressed in tight fitting dresses in
t he cartoon.

- The presence of female characters in the cartoon is far
nore preval ent.

->Two female Jedi, the female Sith and Padne versus
just Leia in A New Hope.

—>Both the female Jedi and the Sith are quite “badass”,
taking part in fighting and kicking major butt, however
Padnme is still portrayed (in the cartoon) as being weak.



—>Anot her interesting point is that the Sith, although
female is not obviously femal e—she | ooks nothing Iike the
traditional “girl” and if it were not for her voice and the
fact that Count Dooku refers to her as a “she” we would not
know she is a fem nine character

—>Casetti’s theory on adaptation explains these occurrences
as being necessary for the adaptation of a work that is
bei ng noved from one comruni cative situation to another:

—2>Alnost thirty years have passed since Lucas created
Leia and nmade her the ultimate representation of femninity
for his Star Wars | egacy and in 2005 not only is it
i nportant to reach a broader audi ence (younger children and
specifically young girls) but sexuality is far nore freely




