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Lab Project

Your final write-up should include the following:

I. Title Page (includes title of project and the author (you!))
II. Abstract

· 300 words maximum
III. Introduction

· What you are going to do, and why; set the stage.

IV. Objective(s)

· What are the specific objectives?

· Includes specific hypotheses to be tested

V. Background 

· Literature review

· Motivation for project; how project fits into the bigger picture
VI. Significance of Project

· How might the results of this project be useful to other researchers, or what will this project contribute to the world? Why is it worth doing?

VII. Methods

· Details, details, details

· Collection methods, specimen preparation methods, assay methods, statistical methods, graphical methods.

· DO NOT write out the assay protocol details

VIII. Results
· Show actual data in some form or another.  (for example, an excel file printout).

· Graphs and tables are often extremely useful ways of summarizing results

IX. Discussion

· Discuss your results; do they make sense; was your hypothesis supported or not? 

· What went wrong; what would you do differently next time?

· What are limitations of your study? (No study is ever perfect)

· What are strengths of your study?

· What are your recommendations (if any) based on your results. For example, what would the next steps be?
X. Conclusions

· 300 words maximum
XI. References Cited 
· Please follow a format in one of the scientific papers you read for this class.
PLEASE NOTE:

All of your raw data needs to be available in your lab notebook.  

Examine scientific papers (like many that you read for this class) that report results of a specific study; they are excellent models of the above format! I can't recommend this highly enough. 

