Marshall Islands Exploration Seminar

Orientation Meeting Agenda

Thurs. 4/16/09, 4:30-6:30 PM

1. Introductions (30 mins, All)

· Ourselves, then students

· Who we are

· Why we wanted to go teach/take this course

2. Intro to website (2-3 mins, Julian)

· http://courses.washington.edu/marshisl/RMIexplosem09/ExploSem09.shtml
· Orientation mtg docs will be posted (for those not here/lv. Early/ reference)

3. Logistics (20 mins, All)

· Michelle (7 mins)

· Travel (we will pick up and drop off at Majuro Airport)

· Packing list (incl what not to bring—valuables)

· Health info / vaccines (Hep A&B, Typhoid, DPT(tetanus))( check CDC website for updates (e.g., Dengue fever outbreak several yrs ago)

· Julian (4 mins)

· Money (credit cards, trav chks, ATMs)

· Telecommunications (Phone, internet, cell phone, satellite phone)

· Dan (4 mins)

· Lodging/general location information and sat images ( CMI dorms

· Alyssa (5 mins)

· Food (restaurants, supermarkets, cooking facilities)

4. Behavior and cultural sensitivity / norms (30 mins, JS & Caitlin Clarke)

· JS introduces Caitlin (need short bio from Caitlin)

· Caitlin discusses acceptable and unacceptable behaviors (i.e., cultural norms), proper attire (swimwear and clothing), safety, etc.
· Even though we will observe other tourists violating cultural norms, we will follow them
5. Rules (10 min, Michelle)
· 12 midnight curfew (prefer 11:00 pm)
· All students must sign in with the course leaders “on duty” each night so we know all are accounted for
· Buddy Rule:  no one leaves the group at any time – day or night -- without a buddy; cannot return without that buddy 
· No drinking under age 21 (the RMI law)
6. Teams (5 min, JS)
· 4 teams of 5 students each
· Randomly selected

· Will rotate each team of students through each instructor 
· Teams will interact on many activities (you won’t be stuck seeing only the people in your group)
7. Group Dynamics (5 min, Michelle)
8. Academics (25 min: JS, Alyssa, Dan)

· What is expected in terms of formal coursework (6 min, JS)

· Final Term Paper on the climate threat to the Marshall Islands and the Marshallese people.  The expected impacts on the land, the sea and the coral reefs.  Also address what the Marshallese might be able to do to adapt to these changes.  Incorporate the observations and experiences you had while in the RMI (10 pages max.; Due Sept. 1, 2009) 
· Course evaluation:  Describe what you learned, what you liked and what you disliked.  Include what would have made your experience better.  What could be added in the future to improve the experience?  What should we remove? (3-5 pgs, Due 9/1/09)
· Oral presentation to RMI government officials (4 min, JS)

· Four teams of 5 to discuss following Climate Change topics: Greenhouse gas emissions, Temperature projections (21st century), sea level projections (21st century), ocean acidification & coral mortality, regional / local impacts. 

· I will put together the Powerpoint slides and hand our hardcopies.  Teams of students need to meet and come up with the narrative, then divide up the topics amongst team members.

· More details at 2nd pre-trip meeting Wed. May 20th, 5-7 PM, OSB 425 (tentative)

· The Diving Program / In-Water Activities (10-12 min: Alyssa, Dan, JS)

· COTS (3-4 min, Alyssa)

· Coral Disease (3-4 min Dan)

· Tridacna (3-4 min, Julian)

· Logistics (2-3 min, Julian)

· Morning mtg everyday in CMI classroom at 8:00 AM

a. 3-5 min oral summary from each team about what they did / found / learned previous day

b. Plan for the day

· No SCUBA (not enough interested students to make a team of 5.  Can arrange to do with commercial outfit on your own time and NOT as a UW diver in Majuro on day off, July 5th, or before / after course)

· Climate Change in the 21st century & what it means for the RMI ( may save for May 20th mtg (10 min, Julian)

9. Wrapup (2 mins)

· 2nd & final pre-trip mtg:  Wed. May 20th, 5-7 pm in OSB 425

· e-mail, phone or drop in to see any of us
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