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A list (a sequence?) of classes of types of research or studies in BHI

An initial draft 

Here is a catalogue or life-cycle of sorts of evaluation studies one might carry out specifically for a BHI informatics resource. 

· Study an information need / information behavior in a BHI setting.

· Carry out a needs assessment study: Stakeholder meeting? Focus groups? Contextual inquiry? 

· Design a system. Participatory design? 

· System evaluation: Laboratory setting – does it perform to spec? Speed? Scalability? Accuracy? 

· Usability: Lab setting – what happens when real users interact? Task speed? Subjective evaluation? User interface evaluation? HCI issues.

· Usability: The real world, real users in context. Observational studies? Critical incident techniques? Work flow integration? Human-human communication and the system? 

· Hypothesis testing: Does the system affect users? In a quantifiable (and positive) way? 

· Hypothesis testing: Outcomes – does the system affect primary outcomes? (E.g. health care quality, patient outcomes, public health outcomes, efficiency/effectiveness of biology researchers.)

