Environmental Health and Safety Links:

EH&S web page

http://www.ehs.washington.edu/
General Housekeeping in the Lab
http://www.ehs.washington.edu/ohsreslab/housekeeping.shtm
Neutralizing Acids and Bases
http://www.ehs.washington.edu/epohazreduce/acid.shtm
Using the sink
http://www.ehs.washington.edu/epowaste/sink.shtm
Using the trash
http://www.ehs.washington.edu/epowaste/trash.shtm
Chemical waste procedures
http://www.ehs.washington.edu/epowaste/chemwaste.shtm
MyChem/MSDS source
http://www.ehs.washington.edu/epomychem/index.shtm
GENERAL HOUSE KEEPING:

· When using the labs there are a few simple guidelines that everyone should follow.  This will help to keep the labs in good and safe working order.  These labs are for all to use.  

· Don’t eat or drink in the labs.  It’s not safe and it usually means wrappers and containers to clean-up. We have a ZERO tolerance policy for eating or drinking in MUE 165 and MUE 166 as these labs contain a lot of hazardous chemicals.  If caught, you will be asked to leave.  Multiple offenses will result in permanent expulsion from the lab.

· Use small amounts when measuring.  That way you don’t waste materials but also, smaller amounts are less likely to spill everywhere.  Materials can get stuck in the balances and cause problems. Some materials can burn if spilled on your skin.

· Clean-up after yourselves.  Have a clean-up plan before you start your lab. This is very important because if everyone uses the facilities without cleaning up, the lab will become difficult and possibly unsafe to work in.  Students who consistently refuse to clean up from their labs face possible grade penalties and in extreme cases, exclusion for the lab.

· Know the MSDS of the chemicals you’re working with.  Everything has a MSDS, even water.  

· Know the lab safety rules and procedures.  There are very specific procedures required by EH&S for handling of chemicals and proper waste procedures.  Everything must have a lid and a label. Your TA will be able to guide you if you don’t know.

· Use proper safety wear.  Not every glove is good for every task.  Know what the limitations of the gloves you are wearing.  

· ALWAYS have your safety glasses.  There are some labs that you will not be allowed to participate in if you don’t have them.

· Don’t work alone.  Always have at least two people working in the labs at any time.  No one can help you if you get injured and you’re alone.

· If you don’t know, ASK.  Your TA’s are a resource, so is the Instructional Tech.  Please don’t hesitate to ask anyone one of those people to assist you.

· Be courteous.  Don’t wait for someone else to do your work for you or to clean up after you.  Don’t rough house or mess around with the chemicals.  There are some seriously dangerous materials that you will be dealing with.  They should be handled with care.
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