Religion, Violence, and Peace: Patterns across Time and Tradition
RELIG/NEAR E/HUM 205 
Syllabus
Winter Quarter
T/TH 1:30-3:20 – MGH 389
courses.washington.edu/neare205/private/relandvio

Course Description

The complex relationship between religion, violence, and peace is a central problem that bridges the boundaries of academic disciplines, historical periods, and global cultures. In recent years it has taken center stage in a number of academic disciplines including history, anthropology, political science, and of course, religious studies. While some scholars have argued that religion has been “hijacked” by violence, others have asserted that religion is inherently violent. Still others have moved for a more nuanced argument by positing that religion, conflict, and violence are interwoven across history and cultures. They have stressed that religions sometimes nurture their identities by being in conflict with dominant cultures, and that this conflict is not necessarily always violent, but can produce enormous benefits. But are conflict and violence necessary components of religion? Can religion be a resource for peace? We shall explore this question and the viewpoints and arguments that inform it.

Instructors

Scott Noegel
Office: Denny M-19
Office hours: T 8:00-9:30

James Wellman
Office: Thomson 420
Office hours: T/Th 10:30-11:00

Teaching Assistants

Sean Cassella

ungawa@u.washington.edu
Office: Denny 123
Office Hours: 8:30-9:30

Jay Laughlin

jaylaugh@u.washington.edu
Office: Denny 123
Office Hours: 

Deborah Rohan

drohan@u.washington.edu
Office: Denny 123
Office Hours: 

Required Text

1. Mark Juergensmeyer, Terror in the Mind of God: The Global Rise of Religious Violence (Berkeley : University of California Press, 2000).

2. Scott R. Appleby, The Ambivalence of the Sacred: Religion, Violence, and Reconciliation (Lanham, MD : Rowman & Littlefield Publishers, 2000).

3. James Wellman and Kyoko Tokuno, eds., Religion, Conflict and Violence: Exploring Patterns Past and Present, East and West (Seattle, WA.: University of Washington Press, forthcoming).

4. Additional readings, charts, and maps available online.

Course Format

Each week the professors for the course shall focus on particular case studies that underscore an important aspect of the study of religion, violence, and peace.. Each week is organized around a central theme that aims to contextualize the case studies. These case studies provide models and ideas for the required term papers (see below). Typically, we shall devote each1 class to an equal proportion of in-class lecture and discussion. Discussions shall focus on a number of questions provided by the professors following the lectures.

Expectations and Online Component

In general you will be expected to attend lectures, do the assigned readings, and use the online resources available from the course web site. The latter includes participation in an online discussion list. Writing also plays an important role in the class. There will be eight weekly essays assigned that seek to engage you in the assigned readings. These assignments are in addition to, and separate from, the research paper portfolio. In addition, we will expect you to undertake research on a specific case study of individual interest, one not covered in the class, but one that addresses the themes of the course. This research project will result in a term paper of 12-15 pages, double-spaced, 12-point font, not including endnotes and bibliography. This paper will be turned in on the final day of class.

Sequence and Research Paper Portfolio

In this class you will build a portfolio for the research paper that includes a series of seven steps. These steps are intended to help you remain organized and on track in the course of your research.

1. Write a short essay on your assumptions about the relation of religion, conflict and peace (Two pages, 10 points; due 1/12).

2. Choose a case-study about religion, violence, and peace not covered in the course; write a short reflection on three things you know; three you do not know; three you want to know (Two pages, 10 points; due 1/19).

3. Research a solid secondary source about the event; create a short description of the event; your initial assessment of the factors/agents/variables in the relation of religion, conflict and peace (Two pages, 10 points; due 1/26).

4. Investigate a primary source on the subject; primary data about the incident; make your initial interpretation. (Two pages, 10 points; due 2/2). 

5. Research a second reliable secondary source on the incident; compare and contrast the secondary source interpretations. (Two pages, 10 points; due 2/9).

6. Based on your study of the primary document, create your own hypothesis concerning the incident; adjudicate and make your own judgments in the light of the secondary interpretations. This is your 12-15 page research paper, which is due 3/9, last day of class (60 points).

7. Based on your initial understanding of the relation of religion, conflict and peace how has your mind changed based on your original research? (One to two page paper, attached to the end of the 12-15 page research paper, due on 3/9 (10 points).

Grading

Engaged participation in class discussions is strongly encouraged. You also will be graded on the basis of the eight required two-page weekly reflection essays mentioned above. These essays will address an assigned question from the required readings (worth 10 points each, totaling 80 points). Also required will be the final research paper mentioned above which focuses on the case study of your choice. The weekly papers and final research paper total 200 points. The final paper is worth 120 points. The numerical grading guide that corresponds to the 200 total possible points can be found on the class website.

Optional Linked Sections
Writing Link:  Writing is already a key component of the course. Additional assignments shall seek to improve your writing skills to enhance your work on the required research paper.

Speech Link:  This link will investigate important speeches of religious figures that have led to violence or to peace, or both; it will engage you in the debates around the central themes of the course.

Overall Learning Themes

Though we provide specific learning goals for each week of the course below, in general students will:

· Think critically and comparatively about and between each of the traditions.

· Critical thinking defined: To imagine what you cannot imagine.

· Appreciate the complexities surrounding the subject of violence and religion.

· Reflect and articulate a critical voice on the religious events and figures of ancient and contemporary religious cultures.

· Acquire a general understanding of the theoretical issues that confront the subject of violence and religion.

Overall Teaching Goals

· To create a stimulating environment for learning; to provoke your imagination and transport you, on occasion, into another world.

· To unfold the material logically so that students gain a clearer understanding of the religious traditions covered.

· To serve as a resource and model for understanding, critical thinking, and appreciating the religious traditions discussed.

· To underscore for students the intricacies of religions across time and cultures.

· To provide students with a deeper sense of a religion’s ability to shape and create culture, and even peace.

· Finally, to show that original contributions, in whatever field, depend upon new questions and new questions depend upon your ability to play.

Week 1: What is the Relation between Religion, Conflict, and Violence? 
Learning Goals: To expose students to the relationship between the themes of the course, introduce them to the logic of our pedagogy, and to provide the initial questions that will serve as the basis for our on-going discussions and debates. In all of this we shall emphasize the need to engage in the subject with academic rigor. 

Tuesday, 1/3

Organization and Outline of the course.  A walk through the course's aims and technological resources. During the second hour we will present the criteria for adequate and plausible definitions in the study of religion; this will prepare students for the first assignment due on 1/5. 

Reading:
1. Appleby, pp. 25-56.

2. Juergensmeyer, pp. 3-15.

Thursday, 1/5

How we define a term guides and shapes how we approach a subject. There are criteria for judging an adequate definition; these criteria will be presented. Religion is a complex matter and so we will offer definitions of the term to clarify our understanding of it as well as to guide our work in understanding the relation of religion, violence, and peace. The second hour will cover what makes a good case study; how one might find one and choose a case study for the final assignment. 

Reading:
1. Religious Violence
2. Is Religious Violence Inevitable 

Assignments

A. Project Assignment

There will be no case study this week. Instead we shall focus on the underscoring the importance of the topic for the contemporary world and how research into past cultures can shed light on contemporary issues surrounding the discussion of religion and violence. We shall use this week to emphasize the relationship between our learning themes and teaching goals (above). We shall accomplish this by providing students with a number of broad theoretical questions that aim to assist students in finding and articulating their own positions and voice on the subject.

B. Weekly Assignment

Short Paper #1: Analyze and critique one of the Definitions of Religion, using the six criteria found in your handout. (Two pages, ten points; due 1/5).

Week 2: Murder in the Name of God.

Learning Goals: To reveal the complexities of devotion and the importance of recognizing perspectives in the discussion of religion and violence. 

Tuesday, 1/10

This week will focus on two very different aspects of the religious violence: the murder of others in the name of God and religious forms of suicide.  Today's case study, provided by Prof. Robert Stacey (History Department), will look at the Medieval Catholic Crusades against Muslims in the "Holy Land."

Reading:
1. The Crusades
Thursday, 1/12

Professor Wellman will compare Byzantine Christian concept of Sacred War to political violence in 20th Theravada Buddhism. 

Reading:
1. Imperial Christianity and Sacred War in Byzantium.
2. Monks, Guns and Rice: Theravada Buddhism, Political Violence, and Social Injustice.
Assignments

A. Project Assignment

Short paper on your assumptions about the relation of religion, conflict and peace. (Two pages, 10 points; due 1/12). 

B. Weekly Assignment

Short Paper #2: What are the specific ways in which religion is used to rationalize violence?  Due 1/12. 

Week 3: The Sacralization of State Powers

Learning Goals:  To encourage students to consider the ideological and political aspects of religious violence and the relation of religion and state to violence and coercion.
Tuesday, 1/17

Our case study today will focus on the display of religious violence in ancient Egypt and Mesopotamia.  One of the key themes this case study will underscore is the role of cosmology influencing, justifying, and/or communicating attitudes toward violence.

Reading

1. Ancient Mesopotamia
2. Ancient Egypt
3. Dismemberment, Creation, and Ritual: Images of Divine Violence in the Ancient Near East 

Thursday, 1/19

The case study in this lecture will focus on the ways in which American evangelicalism has supported the recent Iraq War. We will also look at a case study of a liberal church (All Saints Episcopal Church) that has come under the scrutiny of the IRS because of their 'apparent' intervention in partisan politics. What the theological and sociological reasons for their support? What is the relation of religion and state violence? 

Reading

1. Is War Normal? An Ideological Analysis of American Evangelical Religion.

2. All Saints Mission.

3. Bacon Letter.

4. Bacon Sermon.

5. Regas IRS Letter.

6. Regas Sermon. 

7. Representative to IRS.

8. Response to IRS.

9. Resolution of the Vestry.

Assignments

A. Project Assignment

Choose one case-study religion, conflict and peace offered in class; short reflection paper, three things you know; three you don’t know; three you want to know. (Two pages, 10 points; due 1/19)  

B. Weekly Assignment

Short Paper #3: What are the key features of state power that draws the interest of religious leaders? Due 1/19. 

Reminder:

Passion of the Christ and Gandhi will be shown at the following times in MGH 231: January 26, 27 and February 2 3:30pm-6:20pm

Week 4: Violence in the Media

Learning Goals:  To provide students with another lens through which to view and analyze the role of peace and religious violence in the world. Though this lens can certainly be appreciated in a contemporary setting, we also shall highlight the role that other forms of media have played in the past, and how modern media reinterpret ancient symbols of violence.

Tuesday, 1/24

Today we shall discuss portions of the controversial Mel Gibson film Passion of Christ, which you should have viewed in its entirety already (1/26, 1/27, and 2/2 3:30pm-6:20pm MGH 231). We shall compare it with what the biblical tradition tells us about the event, and spend some time looking at ways in which the passion has been portrayed through the ages.

Reading

1. Mel Gibson, Passion of Christ (the movie).
2. Information about the Passion of Christ.
3. The Passion of Christ in Art through the Centuries.
4. New Testament accounts of the crucifixion:                                     Matthew 27, Mark 15,   Luke 23, and  John 19
Thursday, 1/26

We will look at the Passion from the perspective of Rene Gerardi, analyzing how violence is understood as 'redemptive'.

Reading

1. Rene Girard "Mimesis and Violence" and "The Surrogate Victim". 

2. James Wellman, “Redemptive Violence".

3. Garry Wills "God in the Hands of Angry Sinners".

4. Margaret M. Mitchell "Special Gibson".

Assignments

A. Project Assignment

No Assignment

B. Weekly Assignment

Short Paper #4: Pick out a movie of your choice and analyze the images of religious violence within that movie. 


Potential Movies: Hawaii; Black Robe; Believer; Passion of Christ; Gandhi. 

Week 5: Review and Discussion

Tuesday, 1/31

Review and Discussion: What have we learned? What should we know?

Thursday, 2/2

Break into small groups with two Professors and three TAs, to review and talk about issues on research projects.

Assignments

A. Project Assignment

Investigate a primary source on the subject; primary data about the incident; make your initial interpretation. (Two pages, 10 points; due 2/2).

B. Weekly Assignment

No Assignment

Week 6: Religious Figures of Peace

Learning Goals:  To gain an appreciation of the religious and political complexities of individuals generally associated with “peace movements,” and the importance of understanding their historical contexts. 

Tuesday, 2/7

Tuesday's case study will focus on the figure of Jesus according to the biblical tradition. Contemplating the biblical portrait of the man of peace and traditions concerning his actions of violence.

Reading

1. Jesus of Nazareth
2. Gospels
3. Mark 11
4. Mathew 21
5. Acts 13
6. Luke 9
7. Appelby, pp. 121-308.

Thursday, 2/9

Martin Luther King Jr. and Gandhi. (Anand Yang, Professor and Director of the Jackson School of International Studies).

Reading

1. Rudgrangshu Mukherjee The Penguin Gandhi Reader.
Assignments

A. Project Assignment

No Assignment

B. Weekly Assignment

Short Paper #5: There are themes of peace and violence within the Jesus tradition; what determines which will be emphasize/exploited? Due 2/9 

Week 7: Religious Symbols of Peace and Violence

Learning Goals:  To encourage students to consider the ways, both obvious and subtle, that symbols influence one’s perception of religious traditions. 

Tuesday, 2/14

Symbols have played powerful roles in shaping conceptions of peace and religious violence. Though often perceived as rather monolithic in terms of the meanings they communicate, from a historical perspective they seldom remain static, but rather change and develop new meanings and associations. Sometimes they stand in the ideological foreground of a religious tradition, and at other times they appear to serve more subtle agendas. Symbols examined today will include: the divine symbols of Egypt, Mesopotamia, and Persia, as well as the Christian cross.

Reading

1. Religious Symbols
Thursday, 2/16

This case study will center on violence over and around religious symbols, the Twin Buddhas and the Twin Towers. How are the creation and destruction of religious symbols important in managing, manipulating, and mobilizing religious movements? 

Reading

1. Aesthetic Iconoclasm: From the Twin Buddhas to the Twin Towers.
2. Jurgensmeyer, pp. 145-163.

Assignments

A. Project Assignment

No Assignment

B. Weekly Assignment

No Assignment

Week 8: Religion and Politics

Learning Goals:  To foster a greater understanding of the complex relationship between religion and globalize, especially as it pertains to the use of globalize for domination by states and by religions. 

Tuesday, 2/21

Today we shall examine the role of religion in the Achaemenid Empire of ancient Persia (= modern Iran) in the 6th c. BCE. Specific attention will be paid to the role that the Persian religion and religious iconography played in lending the Empire a “globalist” look and to Achaemenid administrative policies concerning religions in their empire. A particular case to be discussed will be the Jews exiled at that time in Babylon (= modern Baghdad).

Reading

1. Judaism
2. Achaemenid Persia
Thursday, 2/23

We will compare the ethics of ultimate ends (an ethic of religions) to the ethic of responsibility (a pragmatic ethic) in the political leadership of Abraham Lincoln and Nelson Mandela. What are the dangers, dilemmas, and opportunities in religious politics of political leaders? 

Reading

1. Abraham Lincoln
2. Nelson Mandela
3. Max Weber “Politics as a Vocation,” From Max Weber: Essays in Sociology.
4. Nelson Mandela, Long Walk to Freedom: The Autobiography of Nelson Mandela.
5. William Miller, Lincoln’s Virtues: An Ethical Biography.
Assignments

A. Project Assignment

No Assignment

B. Weekly Assignment

Short Paper #6: Give an example of the ethic of responsibility and the ethic of ultimate ends in the lives of Lincoln and Mandela. Due, 2/23.

Reminder:

Paradise Now will be shown at the following times in MGH 389: February 28 3:30pm-5:30pm

Week 9: Religious Terrorism

Learning Goals:  To promote the critical analysis of historical events of religious violence and the biases which inform the historical accounts of these events. 

Tuesday, 2/28

This week our case studies will include the biblical accounts of ancient Israel’s conquest of Canaan under the leader Joshua, Moses’ successor (Joshua 1-24).

Reading

1. John Collins, “The Zeal of Phinehas: The Bible and the Legitimation of Violence”.
2. Joshua 1-24
3. Joshua (Book of Joshua)
Please read the book of Joshua slowly and carefully.
Thursday, 3/2

There is a sometimes bitter debate among contemporary scholars around the relation of terrorism and religion. Some, like Juergensmeyer, argue that the symbols of the religion are used to justify violence; others, like Iannacone and others, that religion is more often than not, a rare factor in terrorism. We will present both sides of this equation.

Please see the movie Paradise Now (2/28 3:30-5:30 MGH 389). Winner of several awards, including the Amnesty International Film Prize at the 2005 Berlin International Film Festival, Paradise Now focuses on the last days of Palestinian childhood friends Said (Kais Nashef) and Khaled (Ali Suliman), who have been recruited for a strike on Tel Aviv. When they are intercepted at the Israeli border and separated from their handlers, a young woman discovers their plans. On what should be their last day alive, they now have the chance to reconsider their actions and change their destinies. Directed and co-written by Hany Abu-Assad (Rana's Wedding). (Fully subtitled)

Reading

1. Islam
2. Iannaccone,  Laurence R. "The Market for Martyrs” .
3. Robert Pape Dying to Win: The Strategic Logic of Suicide Terrorism .
4. Scott L. Plous and Phillip Zimbardo "How Social Science Can Reduce Terrorism".
Assignments

A. Project Assignment

No Assignment

B. Weekly Assignment

Short Paper #7: How is a market for martyrs-terrorists created? Due 3/2. 

Week 10 Is Religious Violence Inevitable? Is Peace Possible?

Learning Goals:  To underscore the inter-relatedness of the course’s themes, and to do this by looking at the student projects in light of the wider themes in the course. 

Tuesday, 3/7

Today we shall discuss the student projects by breaking into five groups. We shall use this time to touch on final problems and questions.

Thursday, 3/9

As on Tuesday, we shall again break into five groups. This time, however, each group will choose a spokesperson. This spokesperson will present to the entire group an assessment of common themes with regard to what was learned in the course. 

Reading

1. Is Religious Violence Inevitable.
Assignments

A. Project Assignment

Final projects are due.

B. Weekly Assignment

Short Paper #8: Is conflict and even violence always an effect of religion? Why or why not? Due 3/9.

