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Washington State Department of Health

Chronic Disease Prevention Unit
Tumwater Farmers’ Market Grand Opening
COMMUNICATION PLAN
Program Description
WIC, Basic Food Nutrition Education Program, and the Nutrition and Physical Activity programs of the Department of Health are assisting the City of Tumwater which will host a new farmers’ market on city property.  Partners in the new market include Washington State Parks, Washington Department of Agriculture, and area farmers and food suppliers. The new market is planning to open on Wednesday, June 21, 2006, and will be held every Wednesday from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. through the end of September. The Department of Health will provide technical assistance for the market program and communication assistance for the grand opening on June 21. 
Background
Basic Food Nutrition Education Program and the WIC Program are partnering on a farmers’ market project beginning in 2006. The purpose of the project is to create a nutrition intervention for WIC/BFNEP contractors that will address the need for increased consumption of fruits and vegetables.  As part of this, we hope to increase collaboration with farmers’ market associations. The Department of Health will introduce a new “wrapped car” and “Kale-gate” box at the opening of the Tumwater Town Center Farmers’ Market. A state vehicle will be “wrapped” with colorful graphics of Washington produce and a depiction of active people. (Note: details about the “Energize Your Life” awareness campaign are included in a separate communication plan.)
Grand Opening Elements

11-11:15 a.m. – Gather at Tumwater City Hall and begin procession at 11:15 a.m.
Procession of the Produce – City Hall to Farmers’ Market site (one block)

· Staff wearing fruit and vegetable costumes

· People carrying balloons (fruits and vegetables)

· Drummers from Samba Olywa (need to invite)

· Procession of the Species representatives (need to invite)

· Department of Health “Energize” car
11:30-11:45 a.m.

Vine-cutting Ceremony – Tumwater Town Center Farmers’ Market

Toast to the Market: Tumwater Mayor Ralph Osgood, State Health Officer Dr. Maxine Hayes, Assistant Secretary of Health Patty Hayes, Agriculture Director Valoria H. Loveland, Chris Messer, WSDA agriculture statistics, and Ann Vandeman, chair of the Tumwater Town Center Farmers’ Market and executive director of Left Foot Organics, will welcome visitors and make a “toast to the market” with apple cider. “Toasters” will answer the question: what my agency/organization brings to the market.  

Mayor Osgood and Ann Vandeman of Left Foot Organics will cut a ceremonial floral vine to open the market, followed by representatives of the new Tumwater Town Center Farmers’ Market Association.
Department of Health will purchase canvas totebags with Energize Your Life messages and Tumwater Town Center Farmers’ Market for vendors to give to purchasers at the market. Participants in the procession will also receive totebags. 

Staff wearing costumes will stay at the market until at least 1 p.m. and will alternate waving to passersby in the vicinity of Capitol and Israel, and will walk around the market. 

Audience(s)
· State and city employees

· Tumwater citizens

· Students, teachers and administrators at area schools - NewMarket Skill Center, Tumwater High School, Peter Schmidt Elementary School
Promotional and Communication Products
· Car wrap for one DOH state vehicle

· “Kale-gate” box – filled with literature and giveaways
· Posters - 11x17”
· Fliers – 8.5x11”
· Street banner
· News release

· Payday FYI

· Energize Your Life tote bags

Communication Issues
· Limited funds to promote the market.

· Lack of clear information channels to reach audiences.

Message(s)

· A farmers’ market is a good way to get healthy foods to people.

· The Tumwater Town Center Farmers Market is a new community gathering place to promote local agriculture and improve nutrition in the community.
· The Department of Health promotes and supports farmers’ markets as a way make it easier for people to eat healthy foods.
· Eating healthy foods and being physically active are important for employee wellness.
· The new farmers’ market at the corner of Capitol Boulevard and Israel Road is convenient to walk to for many state and city employees.
Desired Outcome

· Raise awareness about the new farmers’ market among state employees who work in Tumwater.

· Offer a fun and colorful introduction for a vibrant new addition to the Tumwater community.
Timeline

	Task
	Date Due
	Responsibility

	Schedule speakers
	04-24-06
	Karen V.

	Contact Governor’s Office 
	04-24-06
	Mayor Osgood

	Reserve character costumes
	05-05-06
	Amy E.

	Sentinel article-farmers’ market (May issue)
	05-05-06
	Amy/Kate L.

	Payday FYI 
	05-05-06
	Trish B./Amy/Bill R.

	Contact New Market Skill Center to determine involvement
	05-03-06
	Amy

	Contact Samba Olywa, Procession of the Species, others to determine involvement, explore costs
	05-03-06
	Trish

	Contact WSU Extension to coordinate information pieces
	05-03-06
	Amy

	Graphic elements designed for car wrap and materials
	05-15-06
	Bill R. & Kate 

	News release draft
	05-15-06
	Kate

	Identify contacts for state offices, schools, area businesses
	05-20-06
	Bill

	Order Energize Your Life tote bags
	05-20-06
	Bill

	Letter from Mayor Osgood to agency heads, school administrators, local businesses.
	06-01-06
	Kate (draft)

Bill (contact list)

	Fliers and posters to state offices, schools, area businesses
	June 1-20
	Bill

	Street banner
	06-01-06
	Tumwater city

	Sentinel article-car wrap and kalegate box
	06-05-06
	Kate

	Car wrap completed
	06-15-06
	Bill R.



	Email message from Patty Hayes about new car wrap and kalegate box. 
	06-15-06
	Kate

	News release issued
	06-19-06
	Kate/Comm. Office

	Vegetable and fruit characters appear at Tumwater City Council meeting for TVW broadcast
	06-20-06
	2-3 DOH staff


Evaluation
A pre- and post-market evaluation survey will be accessible from the Department of Health Web site.  Evaluation of the grand opening will be determined by the number of handouts given, the number of participants, and local media coverage. 
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