Ocean 443 Peer Review of Proposal Drafts

First read the entire proposal without commenting--resist the temptation to provide specific comments straight away--then read it again and comment. Comments on scientific content are most important, other comments (spelling, grammar, paragraph transitions, awkward sentences etc can be marked directly on the text).  Use this worksheet to focus on ideas for improvement of each of the proposal sections. The questions are meant to guide you in providing thoughtful feedback—do not merely give yes/no answers.
Title:  From the title, is it easy to understand the question under consideration and the methods that will be employed to address it?

Topic Summary:  Does the summary provide background about the problem at hand? Is the hypothesis of the proposal explicitly stated?  Is the methodological approach that will be taken presented concisely? Are the potential significance of the results to be obtained stated? Are all important elements of proposed work summarized? 

Introduction:  Is the broad significance of the topic introduced?  Is there enough information referenced from primary sources (journal articles) to provide sufficient background? Is the motivation of the study at hand clear?

Proposed work:  Are the sampling location and scheme defined? Are the methods to be employed clear? Is enough detail provided for a reader to replicate the study?

Figures/Tables:  Is prior data presented where appropriate?  Are maps of sampling locations clear? Do figure legends fully describe each figure? 

References: Are references used appropriately? (Are there enough, are they cited properly, and is their format in L&O style?)

