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Watershed Planning and ManagementWatershed Planning and Management

 Emphasis in EPA water programs for more than aEmphasis in EPA water programs for more than a
decadedecade

 Focuses collaborative, multi-program efforts withinFocuses collaborative, multi-program efforts within
hydrologically-defined boundarieshydrologically-defined boundaries

 Reflected in numerous ongoingReflected in numerous ongoing
EPA/state water programsEPA/state water programs



National Estuary ProgramNational Estuary Program

 28 estuaries of national significance28 estuaries of national significance
 Four program cornerstones:Four program cornerstones:

 Focus on the watershed orFocus on the watershed or
ecosystemecosystem

 Collaborative problem-solvingCollaborative problem-solving
 Integrate good science withIntegrate good science with

sound decision-makingsound decision-making
 Public participationPublic participation

 Emphasis on environmental resultsEmphasis on environmental results
 E.g., nearly 750,000 acres of habitat protected or restoredE.g., nearly 750,000 acres of habitat protected or restored

 Vital link to EPA/state programs addressing land-Vital link to EPA/state programs addressing land-
based pollution sourcesbased pollution sources



Great Lakes RegionalGreat Lakes Regional
CollaborationCollaboration

 Called for in May 2004 Executive OrderCalled for in May 2004 Executive Order
 Convened in December 2004Convened in December 2004

 Federal government, Great Lakes states, localFederal government, Great Lakes states, local
communities, Tribes, regional bodies, & otherscommunities, Tribes, regional bodies, & others

 To develop a strategy and action plan to restore andTo develop a strategy and action plan to restore and
protect the Great Lakesprotect the Great Lakes

 Draft strategy released July 7, 2005, for 60-dayDraft strategy released July 7, 2005, for 60-day
public reviewpublic review



Gulf of MexicoGulf of Mexico
Regional PartnershipRegional Partnership

 Action item in U.S. Ocean Action PlanAction item in U.S. Ocean Action Plan
 EPA and NOAA designated as federalEPA and NOAA designated as federal

coordinatorscoordinators
 Regional focus areas identified by 5 Gulf StatesRegional focus areas identified by 5 Gulf States
 Future milestonesFuture milestones

 August August –– State/Federal Working State/Federal Working
 Session Session

 November - Inauguration ofNovember - Inauguration of
Alliance & final Plan of ActionAlliance & final Plan of Action



Committee on Ocean Policy
Chair: Council on Environmental

Quality (CEQ Chair)
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and Resource Management Integration
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Reporting Lines Communication Lines

Ocean Action Plan Governance StructureOcean Action Plan Governance Structure



Subcommittee on Integrated Management ofSubcommittee on Integrated Management of
Ocean ResourcesOcean Resources

 Members from all agencies represented on theMembers from all agencies represented on the
Committee on Ocean PolicyCommittee on Ocean Policy

 Co-chairs: EPA, NOAA, DOI, CEQCo-chairs: EPA, NOAA, DOI, CEQ
 Operates under a Statement of Purpose andOperates under a Statement of Purpose and

initial Work Priorities Documentinitial Work Priorities Document
 Support regional & local collaborationSupport regional & local collaboration
 Facilitate ocean science & technology in oceanFacilitate ocean science & technology in ocean

resource managementresource management
 Enhance ocean, coastal, & Great Lakes resourceEnhance ocean, coastal, & Great Lakes resource

management to improve use & conservationmanagement to improve use & conservation
 Enhance ocean educationEnhance ocean education



Lessons LearnedLessons Learned
 Base efforts on locally/regionally identified prioritiesBase efforts on locally/regionally identified priorities
 Invite broad-based participation into strategyInvite broad-based participation into strategy

development from the beginningdevelopment from the beginning
 Start with realistic, achievable goalsStart with realistic, achievable goals
 Environmental and programmatic monitoring criticalEnvironmental and programmatic monitoring critical



Issues for DiscussionIssues for Discussion

 Tension between being comprehensive and having aTension between being comprehensive and having a
manageable and effective structure.manageable and effective structure.

 How to successfully integrate science and resourceHow to successfully integrate science and resource
management.management.


