
1

NewsletterDecember
2015, AN AMAZING YEAR 

FOR THE SVOBODA DIARIES
It has been a long time between newsletters from the 
Svoboda Diaries Project.  The good news is that this is 
because we have been terribly busy making progress on 
several fronts.  Let us begin by giving you a brief 
overview of some of the highlights of the past year.

Studies on the Svoboda Diaries 
Work on the Svoboda Diaries have recently resulted in two M asters theses at the University of 
Washington.  The first is by International Studies student and Svoboda Diaries graduate assistant 
Kearby Chess entitled ?Commerce and Quarantine in Baghdad:  Contending Visions of Ottoman 
and British Imperialism in Iraq, 1862- 1908?.  The second is by Elizabeth Barrett,
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 The Joseph Mathia Svoboda Diaries

Early in 2014 we competed work on the Alexander Richard Svoboda Travel Journal and turned 
our attention to the diaries kept by his father, Joseph M athia Svoboda during his career as purser 
on Lynch Company steamships plying the Tigris between Baghdad and Basra.  These diaries? part 
purser?s log, part news of the European community in Baghdad, and part family gossip? covered a 
period from 1862 to Joseph?s death in 1908.  Thanks to Kanan M akiya and the M akiya family, we 
were able to obtain permission to digitize transcriptions of many of these diaries made by Kanan?s 
mother, M argaret M akiya beginning in the early 1970s.  In addition, it was discovered, upon her 
death, that she had in her possession 10 of the original diaries, which the family loaned to us for 
digitizing.We have started our work with the original diaries and will have our first volume 
consisting of diaries numbered 47, 48, and 49 consisting of approximately 1200 diary pages 
covering a period from November 1897 to October 1899.  Our publication will include an 
introduction to the series and summaries of the material in each of the diaries as well as notes, 
glosses, and translations of material in Arabic.

THE SVOBODA DIARIES PROJECT



2

another International Studies 
student and is entitled ?Law 
and Society in Ottoman Iraq:  
The Case of the Buried Trea-
sure (1856)?.  It deals with 
documents discovered by our 
accomplished Svoboda Family 
researcher, Carole Boucherot, 
in the Vienna Archives.  These 
documents, in Arabic and 
French, are transcripts of a 

trial in which Anton Svoboda 
was sued by Abd al- Rahman 
Pachachi for return of money 
found in buried jars on prop-
erty that Svoboda was renting 
from Pachachi.  We had first 
heard of this affair in the form 
of a Svoboda family tale re-
lated to us by Evelyne Boukoff.

Yet another student, Near 
Eastern Languages and Civi-

lization M asters student and 
Svoboda Diaries? Project 
M anager, Rachel Brown, is in 
the process of preparing a 
thesis on the preparation and 
archiving of Svoboda materi-
als.  We expect that the work 
of these three scholars will 
appear in the form of pub-
lished articles in the near 
future.
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The Newbook Undergraduate Internships Program

Another exciting and innovative learning and 
teaching opportunity growing out of the New-
book/ Svoboda Diaries experience is the devel-
opment of a popular and successful undergrad-
uate internship program.   Beginning with a 
small cadre of humanities undergraduate stu-
dents working with the Svoboda Diaries, our 
undergraduate intern team has grown to employ 
20- 30 outstanding students in the humanities, 
sciences, and computer technogy. 

Our model internship program has attracted 
praise from the University of Washington ad-
ministration and Newbook Principal Investiga-
tors Walter Andrews, Sarah Ketchley, and M ary 
Childs were honored as special invitees at the 
2015 Freshman Convocation.

Dr. Sarah Ketchley, Dr. Mary Childs, Dr. Walter 
Andrews
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The Svoboda Diaries Project gives birth to Newbook Digital 
Texts in the Humanities
  Several years ago, the Svo-
boda Project began working 
collaboratively in support of 
two other projects with simi-
lar innovative goals and in-
terests in the web- based dig-
ital publication of small au-
dience primary sources.  The 
result has been the creation of 
a collaborative virtual pub-
lishing house named New-
book Digital Texts in the 

Humanities [NDTH].  Under 
the umbrella of Newbook, the 
Svoboda Project works side-
by- side with the Emma B. 
Andrews Diaries Project, 
Egyptologist Dr. Sarah 
Ketchley?s publication of a 
collection of diaries by a 19th 
century woman who, as the 
mistress of an Ohio industri-
alist traveled with him to early 
archaeological excavations in 

Egypt?s Valley of the Kings 
which he financed and the the 
Georgian Texts Collective, 
which publishes texts and 
translations of literary texts 
from the country of Georgia.  
In addition, Newbook is sup-
porting and publishing se-
lected translations from a 
collection of the dreams of a 
16th century Ottoman sultan.

Beyond its publications, Newbook 
co- founder Dr. Sarah Ketchley is 
teaching a pioneering general course on 
the application of digital technologies to 
work in the humanities for 
undergraduates and graduates at the 
University of Washington.  This initiative 
is funded by a grant from the Jackson 
School of International Studies.

See:  http:/ / depts.washington.edu/ndth/


