
1 
 

 

JUNE 2014 
 

We are still here and still working! 
 

It has been a long time between newsletters.  We have been very busy though, and have much to 

report.  We haven’t forgotten you—our strongest group of supporters—and hope that you have not 

forgotten us.  We are now part of a NEWBOOK team consisting of more than 40 members and 5 

cooperating projects (when we sent out our first newsletter there were 6-8 of us and one project).  We 

have 6 PhDs, 4 graduate students, and more than 30 undergraduate interns working on our projects.  

And all of this began with one Svoboda diary!   

 

So what is new? 

Our new websites: 
  

Since our last newsletter we received a summer grant that enabled us to develop new websites for the 

Svoboda Project and for our umbrella project [Newbook Digital Texts (in the humanities)].  You can 

reach the Svoboda site from either URL. 

 

Svoboda Diaries Project 

http://depts.washington.edu/svobodad 

Newbook Digital Texts [in the Humanities] 

http://depts.washington.edu/ndth/   

 

Very soon we will be adding a site where you will be able to find updated news about our interns and 

what we are doing with photos of us at work.  We are also creating a new version of our on-line “wiki” 

(the Svobodapedia), incorporating new features and adding substantially revised and expanded entries. 

 

Publications: 
 

You can still obtain copies of the print on demand Alexander R. Svoboda Travel Journal [Bagdad to 

Paris:1897] from the University Bookstore in Seattle and the American Book Center in Amsterdam (see 

our website [from the left menu  Our Texts  Print books and Printable PDFs]). 

 

http://depts.washington.edu/svobodad
http://depts.washington.edu/ndth/
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Our big news is that we now have up on our website [Our Texts] the first transcription of a diary by 

Joseph Mathia Svoboda (Alexander’s father).   By the first week in July we expect to have transcriptions 

of 3 other JMS diaries up as well.  This will be the first installment of a long series of new diary 

publications through which you can begin to follow the story of the 19th century Svoboda family and life 

in Baghdad and on the Tigris between Baghdad and Basrah. 

Our progress and process: 
 

During the academic year 2013-14, we have done work on 5 original diaries, three of which are ready for 
preliminary publication.  We are starting to work with our digital copies of the 31 transcriptions  made 
by Margaret Makiya in the early 1970s.  Our historical background research has also greatly expanded as 
we become more and more familiar with the content of the diaries. 
 
Our text production process has undergone amazing progress this year as a consequence of the hard 
work of our graduate assistants, Program Manager Rachel Brown and Historical Research Assistant 
Kearby Chess, our technology group headed by Assistant Director for Technology Joshua Crowgey and 
Technical Consultant Stacy Waters, and our wonderful interns.  A huge step was made when Rachel 
Brown re-organized our project into teams focused on specific tasks.  We now have interns and 
leadership staff working in the following teams supervised by our administrative team: 
 
THE EDITING AND TEXT PRODUCTION TEAM 
 
This team is responsible for transcribing the diaries in digital form and formatting the text in a standard 
version that can be converted to web and print versions automatically by the programs we are 
developing.  This process includes proofreading by Nowf Allawi in Iraq and our intern leadership here as 
well as checking for formatting errors discovered by our conversion programs. 
 
THE TECHNOLOGY TEAM 
 
The undergraduate interns in this group have written a program that automatically converts our plain 
text to a version with codes inserted that allow it to be further processed by other programs they have 
developed for web and typeset print output.  This has speeded up our work immensely by removing 
human errors from a very tedious and exacting task.   When we have completed our work on these 
technology tools, anyone will be able to submit a properly formatted plain text to the program and 
produce output for web display or print. 
 
THE HISTORICAL RESEARCH TEAM 
 
Under the direction of history graduate student Kearby Chess, the history team has begin reading 
through all the diaries and transcriptions and making brief summaries of the contents of each diary.  
They are also beginning to work with information from the diaries and the many valuable sources 
provided to us by Carole Duester and other Svoboda family members to produce new and expanded 
entries for the Svobodapedia, which itself is being updated and revised with the help of Technology 
Team members. 
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THE MARKETING, ADVERTISING, AND DEVELOPMENT TEAM 
 
This team has been greatly expanded and reorganized with the addition of several new members who 
are just beginning with us.   We expect this group to be an important addition to our work.  They will 
advertise our projects and publications on many media [follow the links on our website to our Facebook 
page and Twitter feed, for example—although we are just beginning to work in these areas].  They will 
also help us in our fundraising and grant seeking activities.  The one thing that holds us back is lack of 
funding for key positions. 
 

Many thanks to you all: 
 

Each of you is in some way a vital part of our projects.  We hope you will keep in touch with us and will 

pass on any information relevant to our project that you might encounter.  Please let us know also if you  

see any problems, mistakes, errors,  etc. on our website or in our publications.  We are counting on 

readers to help us improve our texts and presentations, and you are the best of our readers. 

 

With our most sincere thanks and best wishes for your continued health and happiness, 

 

Walter and the Svoboda Diaries Team 

 

   
 
  


