
Policy Report Workshop 



Missing Data

• Missing Cases
– Who did not make it into your sample and why?

• Missing Variable Values
– Proxy Variable
– Compare those with missing values to those without
– Sensitivity analysis
– Substitute mean value 
– Selection bias model

• Why are data missing?
– What does the missing data mean for your results?



Common Data Issues

• Many categorical values
• Many zero values
• Missing values for different cases
• Know how your variables relate to each other

• What does your data say descriptively?



Many Categorical Values

Use the uncategorized  
variable

Or

Recode at the midpoints

Or

Create dummy variables



Many Zero Values

47% did not participate

52% visited a fair, zoo, or 
amusement park

Should this be a 0,1 variable?



Missing Values for Different Cases



Writing Up Results

• Abstract or Executive Summary
• Problem Statement
• Methods and Procedures
• Error Structure
• Findings
• Implications


