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Grades for Fall Quarter Work

As we explained in the syllabus, the only graded piece of work in the Fall quarter is the proposal.  Here, we describe the grading scale that we will use, to which we attach the following meanings.  You might think of these as feedback from the funding agency to which you have submitted the proposal:

3.9-4.0
Excellent Proposal 


(This proposal has been accepted and funded as is.)

3.7-3.8 Very Good Proposal  


(The proposal has been accepted and will be funded, pending minor revisions.)

3.5-3.6 Good Proposal  (The proposal stands a good chance of being accepted,

but needs significant attention to various details, and has a major weakness which should be remedied.)

3.3-3.4 Satisfactory Proposal  (The proposal has merit, and the reviewers 

would be interested to see another version of it which attends to various details and substantial weaknesses in several areas.)

Rewrite Required
(As is, the reviewers are unsure or divided about the merits of the proposal; they will only consider it again after it has been thoroughly revised.)

The “reviewers’ judgment” is simply our best approximation of how sophisticated scholars in the field would react to this as a research proposal.  For purposes of our course, note the following:

· At the end of this quarter, an “X” grade will go into the computer system, which indicates that the  course is continuing.  A final grade for both quarters will be entered after the Spring quarter, which will simply be the final course grade replicated for each quarter (your final grade will incorporate the proposal grade).

· If you wish to revise the proposal (and potentially improve your grade) you may do so, at any time prior to data collection.  Please check with use before you do so and meet with us if you need to clarify where improvements are needed.

· Otherwise, we will retain the proposal grade as indicated, in our records.

One final note:
  We urge you to not get too obsessed with the grade.  The commentary in the margins is far more important and telling as a form of feedback to you, and will be much more helpful in improving your work.  In all likelihood, no one will ever see your transcript in the future.  If you choose to do a rewrite, do it because you want to resolve some issues of writing or design, not because you want a better grade.

