Qualitative Methods in Educational Research

Expectations for Winter Quarter, 2007

During winter quarter, several important steps in the research process will occur:  

· you will make adjustments to your research design (based on feedback that you receive from us)

· you will receive Human Subjects approval

· you will gain access to your research sites

· you will begin data collection

Because these are all critical steps in conducting high quality research, we expect that questions and puzzlements may arise.  Therefore, we expect you to meet in your study groups at minimum ONCE A MONTH during the quarter.  During these meetings, we suggest the following kinds of activities:

· By January, we expect that you will have read and critiqued at least one other member of your group’s research proposal (other than the one you read for this week’s assignment).

· Provide support for each other during the Human Subjects process (share ideas and wording for responding to HS requests, problem solve design issues).

· Continue to critique and pilot each others’research protocols for both interviewing and observing.  All research protocols should be piloted prior to using them in the research sites.

· Share ideas about how to best gain access to research sites and make first contacts with research participants.

· When you have data:

· Talk about data organization and storage ideas.

· Brainstorm ideas for keeping data logs and/or field note logs.

· Talk about logistics of transcribing interview, video, or other data.

· Watch for and discuss any ethical issues that arise during initial forays into the field or during data collection activities.

· Share initial data that you collect with each other—look at each others raw data and brainstorm ideas for refining protocols, next steps in data collection, preliminary findings and assertions [of course, take steps to protect identities of your participants].

There are many ways that you and your study group partners can support each other during these initial phases of your studies.  Please let us know if any crises arise that might require our intervention or further support.  
Ticket for Admission to Spring Quarter:
Please come back to the first class with a Memo to Yourself (we’ll send a reminder and directions prior to the first class) and a segment of typed data (typed interview segment; typed observation notes; typed segment from video data, etc.).






Best Wishes, Happy Holidays, and Good Luck!
