Qualitative Methods in Educational Research
Assignment Notes

Description of Project Idea

 (2-3 pages, double-spaced)

Due:  October 9th

In this assignment you will briefly and succinctly describe the research project you wish to undertake as part of the course.  Building on what you put in your application abstract (or starting anew), the description should contain six things:

1. Focus of the Research.  Tell the reader not only the topic of study (e.g., multicultural approaches to teaching) but also the problematic issue on which you will focus (e.g., how multiple culturally-based perspectives can be embedded in history teaching without overloading the curriculum or crowding out important chronological material).  In this section, indicate one or more research questions that your data collection and analysis will actually try to answer (e.g., how do teachers attempting to incorporate multiple perspectives into high school history teaching adjust their curriculum and still meet local or state mandates for material "coverage"?). You may find it hard to pose the question, but take a stab at it.  Discovering the "real" question(s) is part of the process of qualitative research, and the process has to start somewhere.

2. Significance of the Research (for what audiences?).  You should only be doing research that is important to you and to some professional audience(s).  Research takes on significance, in part, because it addresses matters of current theoretical or practical concern, but also because it can add in identifiable ways to bodies of research in a particular tradition.  Sketch (a) the importance of the study you are doing, in terms of its likely contribution to theory, practice, or particular lines of inquiry and (b) indicate the audiences likely to find it significant, who you would like to address, including (to the best of your ability) the scholarship tradition(s) to which you would have most  to say.
3. Type of setting in which you will do the research.  Describe the kind of setting(s) you would need to investigate this matter and suggest a few specific places for carrying out the study, if you have an idea.
4. Plans for securing access to field sites or finding participants for the research project.  It is never too soon to worry about how to get permission to carry out your research and how to motivate participants. How will you get into the setting you have in mind?  What would be involved in securing access?  How will you persuade people to participate? Draw on all possible resources at your disposal—friends, friends of friends, chits individuals owe you, professional association contacts, leads from other students, former places of employment, etc.  Qualitative research is utterly dependent on the willingness of sites and individuals to be "studied", up close and personal....  If you're not sure how to secure access and/or participation, make a few suggestions, and we'll respond.
5. Brief sketch of the kinds of data you imagine collecting and how.  Without worrying much about the details tell us what sorts of data sources you have in mind and how you would elicit data from these sources, what forms the data might take.  Don’t worry if you aren’t yet very clear here.  Just take a stab at it.
6. Summary of what you (think you) know already about the topic of study.  At the beginning of a qualitative study it is very useful to be clear about your own preconceptions, knowledge, hunches and beliefs about the phenomenon you are studying.  How and why do you think you know these things?  This exercise can help you shape your questions, identify personal biases, locate your research in a tradition of studies, identify hypotheses to pursue, and otherwise contribute to early aspects of the planning process. 



Optional:  Illustrative References.  If you already know some of the literature that applies to this topic of study, cite a few of these references here.
Notes:  

· You may have a clear idea about the study you want to do and feel you are ready to start collecting data now—resist this impulse, especially before the Human Subjects clearance process!  Students may not collect data before their design proposal is complete and approved (however, informal contact with the sites makes sense now, which yields its own forms of informal “data”, which you would do well to record in a log or field notebook).

· Pay attention to your writing.  It is often harder to write well in a short piece.

· Think small:  keep your study focus, question(s), ambitions, manageable.  Less is more.  You will have to make some tough choices about what to study, but recognize that this is not necessarily the last time occasion you will examine this phenomenon.  

