

Spring, 2007


Qualitative Research Methods

Week #1:  March 26

Organizing for Analysis

Group Exercise

Analyzing Data during Data Collection

Data analysis is one of the few facets, perhaps the only facet, of doing qualitative research in which there is a right way and a wrong way.  … the right way to analyze data in a qualitative study is to do it simultaneously with data collection.


Merriam (1998)

For the large group:

How would you imagine “data analysis during data collection” occurs?  What kinds of strategies would you expect the researcher to use to analyze data while still in the process of collecting it? (Note: Organizing and cataloguing data; revising protocols in midstream; memoing, journaling while doing the research; jotting down hunches and unanswered questions; pursuing new leads and checking out explanations are all analytic steps….) 

In small groups (triads):

Imagine Maureen Porter doing data analysis while she was still in the field and still collecting her data?  What do you suppose she did?  What kinds of strategies might she have used?  

Re-read pages 275-277, the section called “Lesson One:  ‘We Take Care of Our Own.’”

1. What assertions is Porter making in this section about Central High personnel?

2. What data does Porter use to support these assertions?  Take a few assertions and note all the data referred to in the write-up that support these assertions.  In what ways does Porter describe variation or nuance in her assertions?

[Note:  Porter may have had more supportive data than is displayed in the write-up.]  

3. How might Porter have organized her data? (Consider what kinds of data she collected, as well as some reasonable ways she might have gone about organizing her data)
4.
How might she have used the data to arrive at particular vignettes, quotations? 
