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	Question and Purpose
	Typical Unit of 

Analysis
	Structure in

design, prior conceptuali-

zation 
	Typical

Sources of Data
	Typical sample size, setting, duration
	Relation between researcher, informants
	Disciplinary Roots

	Qualitative Policy/

Organizational Case Study Research (and Evaluation)


	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Ethnography


	Describe and understand cultural phenomena, especially from participants’ perspective.


	Culture, social structure, cultural practices, and “lived experience”
	Loose prior design, emergent design; loose or little prior conceptual work
	Participant observation; interviews (unstructured, repeated); artifacts and documents.
	Naturalistic settings; emergent sampling.

Small scale (e.g., 1 or a few community settings); broad scope, long term.
	Often the researcher becomes one of the community; seeks deep under-standing of participants’ experience.
	Anthropology, sociology

	Cognitive/

Sociocultural Research on Teaching and Learning


	
	
	
	
	
	
	


