QM Class 2:  Traditions of Qualitative Research and 

Their Place in Social Science Inquiry

“The key philosophical assumption, as I noted earlier, upon which all types of qualitative research are based is the view that reality is constructed by individuals interacting with their social worlds.  Qualitative researchers are interested in understanding the meaning people have constructed, that is, how they make sense of their world and the experiences they have in the world.”










Merriam, p. 6

“Reflexivity thus implies that the orientations of researchers will be shaped by their socio-historical locations, including the values and interests that these locations confer upon them.  What this represents is a rejection of the idea that social research is, or can be, carried out in some autonomous realm that is insulated from the wider society and from the particular biography of the researcher, in such a way that its findings can be unaffected by social processes and personal characteristics.”








Hammersley & Atkinson, p. 16

GROUP TASK
In small groups (3 people), take 15-20 minutes to consider the Fordham and the Geertz articles in relation to the quotations above, as well as the other reading you did in the course texts for this week.

Specifically:

1. How, if at all, does each study reflect or embody the main point of the quote?

2. Do the studies help clarify the meaning of the quotes?

3. Do either or both of the studies give you grounds for taking issue with the quotes?

4. How well does the quote embrace the differences between the studies?
5. What else from the readings helps you think about the similarities or differences between these articles?
