Qualitative Methods in Educational Research

Spring 07 Class #2

Outline of Basic Qualitative Data Analysis Steps

[based on Emerson, Fretz, & Shaw Chapter Six

Processing Fieldnotes:  Coding and Memoing]

Directions:  The purpose of this exercise is to discuss and building group understanding of the basic steps in qualitative data analysis.

In study groups, divide up the steps listed below.  Each person re-read a section of the chapter that corresponds to one step.  As you read, note sections of text that are meaningful to you in terms of understanding that step in the analysis process.  In “jigsaw” manner, share out with your group the basic steps in data analysis, drawing each other’s attention to specific quotes from the text.  

Step 1:  Reading fieldnotes as a data set and asking questions of fieldnotes

Step 2:  Open coding 

Step 3:  Writing initial memos and selecting themes
Step 4:  Focused coding and integrative memos
