Qualitative Methods in Educational Research

Assignment Notes

Model Paper

Due October 23rd
2 pages, double-spaced

PLEASE INCLUDE A COPY OF MODEL PAPER

Description from Syllabus

Identification of Model Paper and Literature that Surround Topic
Publishable papers follow existing models, more or less.  They also fall into areas of previous research that provide “conceptual” ideas that frame your research topic.  For part one of this assignment, we ask that you identify one published research paper that will serve as a “model” or guide for your developing research project.  As such, this paper should be a qualitative study that falls in the same or similar tradition of qualitative research as your research design (or close to it).  If possible, try to find a model paper that is about the same or similar topic as your research.  For part two of the assignment, we would like you to identify 3-5 studies that pertain to your topic of interest.  Please write a two page paper that describes why you chose your model paper and annotates each of the other studies with information about its content and the reason you selected it. 

Elaboration

1. In the first half of the assignment, describe what you notice in the model paper that you think will help you as you work on your own qualitative study. You may also mark up the model paper and refer to those markings.  For example, you may describe how the model paper: 1) sets up and describes the conceptual framework; 2) describes how the data was collected or analyzed; 3) sets up and describes the findings; 4) interprets its findings, etc.  In general, you’re trying to help us see what about the model paper is useful to you as you embark on your own study.  Please attach a copy of the model paper.
2. In the second half of the assignment, please list between 3 to 5 citations using APA format (we do not need copies of the articles).  Below each citation, write up to one paragraph describing the content of the article and how it relates to your study.  We imagine these additional citations will be helpful for your literature review.  To that end, we expect you to talk about the content of these pieces.  You can comment on how the article informs your work through its conceptual framework, its findings or design. 

