Qualitative Methods in Educational Research

Analysis of Research:  Basic Design Components

Class Session #3

	Component
	Malen et al. article

	1. Question the research tried to answer.  Purpose of the study.


	Are the assumptions behind reconstitution reform viable?

(examine policy assumptions viability)

The degree to which the implementation matched the theory of the policy

How are theories of action realized or not realized within the context of a reconstitutionalized school?

	2. Unit of analysis.


	A reconstitution policy action

Policy implementation in schools

Reconstituted schools within the metropolitan school district

How teachers responded to the policy implementation

Nested case study?? (districts, schools, Ts, staff, community)

	3. Degree of structure at the outset.  


	Exploratory case study design

Fairly focused

Very structured and became less structured

Initially they had a broad spectrum of people and then they dug in deeply more to talk to teachers

Quite structured

Probably had an interview plan before they started.

	4. Sources of data.


	Interview, observations, documents

360 interviews


	5. Sample size, setting(s), and the duration of the study.


	Over 1st 2 years of reconstitution and 3rd year follow up.

Sample size: 1 school district, 3 schools, 44 teachers first year, 55 teachers 2nd year



	6. Relationship between the researcher and those “researched.”


	Researcher: outsider observers, non-participant observers

No information about how researchers gained access, developed relationships, how the researched viewed the researchers (at the beginning or at the end)



	7. Who is the author arguing with?


	Proponents of reconstitution

Arguing with the concept of reconstitution

Talking to world of policy research using theories of action to analyze policy


