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The purpose of the second paper is to carry on your thinking about the design of your proposed study.  Your sketch will include ideas about the nature of your sample (e.g., size, character, contrasts), how you will select sites or settings and participants, what kinds of data you will gather and from what sources, how you will gather this data (e.g., instrumentation, if any).  In addition, you will justify your design—that is, argue why it makes sense to approach the research problem in this way—and locate it within methodological literature and within a research tradition or more specific line of inquiry.  Feedback on this paper will help you do a more complete job of describing your design in the full proposal.  [As always, you may decide not to decide at this point about some aspect or other of the design, but explain why you are choosing not to make a firm design decision at this point.]
The paper should have four sections:


I.
Restate Research Questions and (in brief) the Conceptualization of the 


Research Problem 
Designs only make sense if they will provide data that will answer the research questions you are asking and connect with the way you have conceptualized or theorized the research problem.  In this section, present the main research questions you will be pursuing and describe briefly how you have conceptualized the research problem.  In short, you should present a brief and simple conceptual framework that describes, in conceptual or theoretical terms, what you are looking at and suggests the relationships among your concepts and/or theoretical frames.  [Note: you can include a simple schematic if you find that helpful to demonstrate the relationship between the concepts/phenomena you are exploring.] What you put here will be a revision or elaboration of material in your project description (however, for this paper, there is no need to re-explain the significance of the research problem).  
II.
Settings and Participants

Explain (1) the nature of your sample—the number and nature of site(s) or setting(s) and the kinds of participants (subjects, informants, participants) who are central to your study; and (2) the process for selecting your sample (sites, settings, and participants).  Explain to your reader why this kind of sample and this process make good research sense (in other words, present a rationale for your choices).  In particular, consider the following: 

(1)
Nature of sample

•
Setting(s):  the kind of social context(s) in which the phenomenon you are investigating occurs. Consider the physical, institutional, and social characteristics of this setting.  Why will this kind of setting provide you with the best opportunity to pursue your research problem?

•
Participants (subjects, informants, etc.).  What individual(s) within this setting will be the target of your data collection?  How many individual(s) will you study?  What justifies these design choices?

•
Contrasts:  Will you build any contrasts into the sample?  If so what ones?  Why do these contrasts make sense?

(2)
Sample Selection Process

•
How will you choose these settings and participants?  What criteria define a "good" choice?  What steps will you follow to identify the right individuals?  Why do these sampling criteria and procedures make sense? 

Note:  We are aware that in some respects your choice of a setting and participants may reflect practical matters and expedience in order to make the study fit the constraints of the course.  Explain this and reflect on the consequences of the choices you have made for getting at the problem you are studying. 

III.
Data Collection Strategy and Procedures

Briefly describe (1) the kinds and sources of data: (2) how you will go about gathering this data, and (3) how you will record the data.  Include the types of instrumentation you will use (there is no need to have instruments, protocols, or data collection guides fully worked out for this paper, but sample questions, tasks, observation guides, etc., would help to explain and illustrate the approach you have selected).  Once again, justify your design choices in terms of the research problem and methodological literature.  Note:

•
It would be helpful to include a simple matrix of data sources by research questions and sub-questions, to demonstrate how the data you will collect connects with what your investigation is trying to discover. 

•
Be as specific as you can about the different data collection approaches.  "Interviews,” for example, doesn't say enough; tell the reader who will be interviewed, how many interviews, what kind (e.g., semi-structured, open-ended, clinical), what sequence, etc., and describe particular interviews if different interviews serve different purposes.  If your design includes observation, specify the kind of observation, its focus, the way you will "sample" observation events, etc.

•
Whatever your procedures, indicate specifically the form and manner of data recording. 

IV.
Site Entry

By now you should have a good sense of the setting in which you hope to pursue your research and may have already begun negotiating access. Very briefly explain your plan for gaining entry to the site, including initial steps you are or will be taking to develop rapport with site participants. NOTE: Access to sites or participants is governed by Human Subjects requirements in a number of ways, so all of your inquiries into possible sites and participants need to be informal at this stage, and done through channels that you have already access to. 

V.  Optional:  Problems, Concerns, Ethical Issues


If you wish, indicate to us particular concerns you have at this point in the design process.  

