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“A fundamental premise of grounded theory is to let the key issues emerge 

rather than force them into preconceived categories.”  P. 351

Simultaneous data collection and data analysis

· Using sensitizing concepts 

· What’s happening here?

· Framing ideas

· Research questions

· Pursuing leads that come from the data

Making meanings explicit

· Understanding multiple layers of meanings about actions of individuals (and groups of individuals)

· Stated explanations of action(s) 
· Unstated assumptions about action(s)

· Intentions for engaging in action(s)

· Effects of action(s) on others

· Consequences for further action(s) and interaction(s)

· Checking researcher assumptions and continue to investigate
· “Study” your emerging data

Coding the data

· Begin by using line by line coding (naming every line)—referred to as “initial coding”

	Look for and identify what you see happening in the data….
	Continue to analyze your data critically…

	· What is going on?

· What are people doing?

· What is the person saying?

· What do these actions and statements take for granted?

· How do structure and context serve to support, maintain, impede, or change these actions and statements?
	· What process is at issue here?
· Under which conditions does this process develop?

· How does the research participant(s) think, feel, and act while involved in this process?

· When, why and how does the process change?

· What are the consequences of the process?


· Focused coding 
· Applying the initial code list to a larger amount of data

· Codes tend to be more selective and more conceptual

· Developing “categories” (part of developing and framing your analysis)
· Be explicit about properties of emerging categories
· Specify conditions under which they arise

· Describe their consequences

· Begin describing ways this categories relate to each other 
Memo writing (looking for patterns, variations, and comparisons within and across categories)
· Theoretical sampling (raising the categories to “concepts,” ideas, assertions)

· Developing assertions…going back into your data to “test” these ideas, concepts, assertions…looking for more and more detail about the idea (again, looking for patterns, variations, and comparisons).

· Looking for specific examples from your data to support the idea, concept, assertion.
