Qualitative Research Methods in Education 

Menu of Design Decisions 
Overarching Decisions

•
In what tradition(s) will the study be located?

•
Which decisions should be made early in the study and how much can and should decisions be subject to revision over the course of the study?

•
What relationships will be formed (and how will they be formed) with the people and settings under study? What stance toward topic and people?

1.
Decisions About Focus and Audience

•
What's being studied—phenomenon, units/levels of analysis?

•
What are the burning questions that drive the study?

•
For whom are the answers (the results of the study) primarily intended?

2.
Decisions About Study Conceptualization

•
What are the main conceptual elements under study and how related to one another?

•
What are the boundaries of the "case"?   The center of the case?  What is this phenomenon a "case" of?

3.
Decisions about Sampling

•
Setting(s)—how many, what kind (e.g., naturalistic/artificial, exemplary/typical), what characteristics, what strategic comparisons (if any)?  What basis (and process) for selecting settings?

•
People (participants, subjects, informants)—how many, what kind, what characteristics, any strategic comparisons?  Basis (and process) for selection? 

•
Timeframe(s) and events—duration; the number, kind, and character of events within the timeframe; any strategic comparison among events?  What basis (and process) for selecting timeframe and events? 

4.
Decisions about Data Sources and Data Collection Strategies

•
What people say (and think or feel, as evidenced by things said)—how will it be elicited, listened to, recorded?

•
What people do (and think or feel, as evidenced by actions)—how will this be attended to, what will be attended to, how recorded?

•
What people leave behind (such as documents, archives, and artifacts)—what will be collected, in what form?

•
Other data (e.g., unobtrusive evidence, attributes of physical environment, enumeration of population features)—what will be captured, recorded, and how? 

5.
Decisions about how Data will be Analyzed

•
What kinds of data reduction and preliminary analysis will be undertaken? When?

•
How will meanings be generated from the data (e.g., through coding, searching for patterns, identifying themes)?

•
How will findings be confirmed or verified (e.g., by triangulation, checking for representativeness, searching for disconfirming evidence)? 

