Heath (1982): Questioning at home and at school

A grandmother playing with her grandson age 2;4 asked him as he fingered crayons in a box: “Whatcha gonna do with those,  huh?”  Ain’t dat [color] like your pants?”  (p. 117)

[Trackton] children were not asked, “What’s that?” but “What’s that like?”  Who’s he acting like?” ….questions asking for analogical comparisons.  (p. 117)

Adults seemed to assume that children knew how to compare events, objects, and persons. Adults’ use of these questions as well as their frequent use of metaphors in conversations in the presence of children, seem to underscore their assumption that listeners understood similarities and differences

You know, he’s the one who’s got a car like the one Doug useta have.

She’s got eyes like a hawk.

You jump just like a toadfrog.

Sue sound like some cat got its tail caught in the screen door. (p. 117)

In Trackton, children did not hold high positions as information-givers or question-answerers, especially in response to questions for which adults already knew the answer.  When children were asked questions, they were primarily of five types (p. 116)

TABLE 2, p. 116
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